CHRONICLES OF BORDER WARFATE
Alexander Scott Withers
1831
VIRGINIA
North – junction Alleghany/Monongahela
West – Ohio River
NW of Blue Ridge to the Lakes (Great Lakes)
NW of Ohio River Delaware warlike tribe
SW Virginia Cherokees warlike tribe
WINCHESTER = Trading Post
*Thomas Morlin peddler Wiliamsburg
*John Salling weaver Wiliamsburg
travel to Roanoke
Salling taken captive
Hunting Party Gulf Mexico
Sold to Spaniards
Redeemed Gov. Canada
Back in Williamsburg after six years captivity

Greater part of those venturing into the wilderness
were Scottish Presbyterian Dissenters . . .
*Religious Principles
*Rigid Morality
*Industrious, Enterprising
*Culture mix of religion, morals, industry, piety,
prejudices . . .
1753 BEVERLY WV settled by Robert Files and
David Tygart
1738 Area known as ‘Orange County’ is
subdivided into Frederick and Augusta Counties.
Eventually becomes four states…
Subdivided
into 33 counties Avg. population: 289,362.

GREAT BRITIAN Scotts/N.England
John Lewis and Jon Mackey
encountered Salling
Let us examine this more closely…
1726 Morgan Morgan on Mill Creek
1732 Lewis moves below Staunton
Mackey moves near Buffalo-gap
Salling moves below Natural Bridge
1736 Lewis meets Ben.Burden –agent of Lord
Fairfax
*gives buffalo calf to Gov. Gooch
*gets 500,000 acres but must settle 100 families in
ten years on waters of Shenandoah
1737 *goes to England gets 100 families
*Each family gets 1000 acres
1748 DRAPERS MEADOW
destroyed by Shawnees in 1755
1749 MARLINGTON settled by Jacob Marlin and
Stephen Sewell
1752 ROBERT DINWIDDIE Gov. Virginia

1749 in County of Frederick, a man of lunacy
wandered some distance and discovered a river
that flowed westwardly it was the GREENBRIER
RIVER . .
Stephen Suel and Martin ______
Erected a cabin in the area and had an altercation,
resulting in Stephen living in a hollow tree.
1751 John Lewis discovered them and found the
area to be promising. Lewis started the Greenbrier
Company and secured permission to locate 100,000
acres on the waters of the Greenbrier River.

No other attempts to settle the Greenbrier area for
several years…
1754 War between Brittan and France
1761 Royal Proclamation forbidding movement
beyond east slope of Allegheny
Mts.

PRIOR to Proclamation two settlements had begun
on the Greenbrier:
*Muddy Creek
*Big-Levels
*Destroyed by Indians 1763
1756 Settlements on New River Land by “CORN
RIGHTS” 100 ACRES for 1 ACRE CORN

 Around same time Greenbrier was being
developed, the area around Point Pleasant and
Gallipolis was also being developed
 The mouth of the Great Sandy was a point of
Indian rendezvous
 From the Ohio River one could travel up the
Kenhawa and then go further up the New River,









from which
they would
pass over to
the James and
Roanoke.
Waterways
were
highways.
 These water
highways
were used by
the NativeAmericans.
 In the spring
1757 nearly the whole Roanoke settlement was
destroyed by a party of Shawnees, using the
waterways.
Yet, the Roanoke area held promising industry
and natural resources: Hemp / Tobacco / Grain /
Vegetables / Forests
In the infancy of these businesses, their only
market was at Williamsburg.
Settlers had to pack their butter, poultry
eastward in exchange for salt, iron, luxuries.
In time there would be other markets and
communication would improve.
Such success encouraged the Ohio Company to
send a part of men to erect a stockade fort at the
confluence of the Monongahela and Alleghany
Rivers.
Although accompanied by militia, they were
driven off by the FRENCH.

• The French and Indian War / Preliminaries –
Causes
• This conflict impacted Europe, America, & India
• More narrowly it was about ownership of Ohio
Valley
• It was a culmination of several smaller conflicts:
• King Wm’s War - English Succession 1689-1697
• Queen Anne War - Spanish Succession 17011713
• King George War – Austrian Succession 1744-48
• French claimed land south of Canada to New
Orleans
• Spain claimed land north of Florida / west
Mississippi
• English claimed land west of Atlantic Ocean
• English reached Ohio River & Settled about 1725
• Iroquois gave Valley of Virginia to English 1744
• 1748 Ohio Land Company formed to settle
families in Virginia and to trade with the Native
Americans… The formers were Thomas Lee,
Lawrence and Augustine Washington, brothers
to George….








• 1749 British Crown awarded 500,000 acres
between Kanawha and Monongahela Rivers to
be settled.
• Oct 1749 Greenbrier Land Company formed
grant for 100,000 acres.
• 1750 Christopher Gist hired to survey and
identify lands for potential settlements.
• 1753 Dinwiddie drafts George Washington to
take complaint to Gov. of Canada of
infringement upon VA settlers,
• Oct 1753 Washington leaves Williamsburg w/
Gist.
• A pow-wow near Ft. LeBoeuf / result Force
Required….
• Dinwiddie gets Ohio Company to build fort on
Mong/Alleg.
• Party of men and militia go to head of Ohio and
are driven off by the French, who took possession
and build own fort.
• Same year (1754) Washington took 150 men into
the frontier and encounter French commander
Jumonville, who was killed, to which Washington
wrongly admitted assassination.
• French descend on Washington, who makes a
stand at Fort Necessity, in Great Meadows, July
3, 1754. (Uniontown PA)
• Fighting all day, Washington had to surrender.
• Dinwiddie wanted to strike back, but
temporarily the situation was hopeless.
• He did issue a proclamation allotting 200,000
acres of land along the Ohio for distribution
among those who would serve against French
and Indians. Offer was unavailing.
The French immediately took possession of the
place and erected Fort du Quesen.
This lead to “Braddock’s War” putting an end to
contemplated settlements.
Braddock’s army had two regiments:
One commanded by Col. Russel – Fairfax
Other by Col. Fry – Shenandoah/James River
IN 2nd unit were men from Culpepper, Cpt. Grant
(Kentucky Land Holder) and Jh Field (later killed
in battle of Point Pt.
Also in the unit were rifleman from Augusta
commanded by son of Jh Lewis.
When this command crossed the Alleg. Mtns. They
were watched by Indian spies from Fort du
Quesen.
.
• May 1755 Maj Gen Braddock met with Ben
Franklin to discuss military dispatches
• Braddock was soon recruited to gather wagons of
supplies for the forth coming expedition to
Penn,,,

• French held fort Duquesne and the British
needed to capture it and control the area for
further expansion.
• Franklin quoted Braddock as saying, “Duquesne
can hardly detain me above three or four days.”
• Franklin tried to warn him, but he responded,
“these savages may, indeed, be a formidable
enemy to your raw A milit8ia, but upon the
king’s regular and disciplined troops, sir, it is
impossible they should make any impression.”
• that same month, Braddock led a force of British
regulars and American militia, including George
Washington, Daniel Morgan, and young
Sergeant Daniel Boone; from fort Cumberland,
Maryland.
• Background: 3 European powers, Britian,
French, and Spain were competing for American
frontier
• From the 1720’s the French had come down from
Canada, establishing forts to New Orleans.
• by 1755 these forts had been completed . . .
• Britain was well aware of France’s plans.
• May 28, 1754, about 50 miles south of fort
Duquesne, a British force of 40 Virginia militia
under Leut Col George Washington, along with
12 Indians, ambushed and killed 35 French.
• Washington’s ‘minor battle’ had international
repercussions leading to the “Seven Years War”.
..
• To counter France’s hold, Britain sent a freshly
minted Maj Gen Braddock to North America.
• It had taken him 26 years to reach his rank, he
had to purchase it and he lacked command
experience ,
• Arriving in VA Feb 1755, he gathered 2200 men.
• He was using the path Washington had cleared
just the year before.
• It traversed 5 mountain ranges and crossed
several rivers.

• The British regulars stayed in formation in the
open.
• Hearing the firing, Braddock spurred his horse
forward
• British were slowly being pushed back
• Because Indians kept moving and firing from
cover, the British artillery was ineffective
• The officers, being on horseback, made great
targets. Braddock spurred his horse to the front
trying to reorganize his troops.
• The British troops had been issued only 24
cartridges each before the river crossing.
• Washington, suffering from dysentery, also
charged into the midst of the fighting.
• the fighting raged on for three hours.

• His advance unit of 600 sent to clear a road made
6 miles the first day, 3 miles the second.
• 200 men swinging axes, 100 standing guard.
• It took a week to go 30 miles.
• Jun 10, thousands horses, wagons, 19 artillery
guns . . .
• A week later, frustrated, he sent a ‘flying
column’ of 1400 to forge ahead, cutting a road
• As he crossed into Pennsylvania he entered
hostile territory . . .
• July 3, advance column was 11 days ahead of
main body
• He called a council resulting in a wait & continue
campaign a little later.
• July 6, Indians attacked the baggage train at the
end of the flying column, killing/scalping man
and woman.
• July 8, the flying column reached the
Monongahela River
• July 9, 2 am, a small force sent forward to secure
a crossing site.
• 4 am 250 men sent to cut a road.
• Being still confident he anticipated an easy
takeover.
• Unaware that the French had just been
reinforced to a strength of 1600 men. They knew
he was coming!
• French sent 637 French-allied Indians, 146
Canadian militia and 72 French regulars to
intercept Braddock.
• 5 am Braddock’s flying column began crossing
the Monongahela River.
• Noon the column crossed a second time. . .
• 1 pm a war cry broke out and the French and
Indians began firing from behind cover of trees
and brush.

• Indians behind trees, British huddling in the
open
• Braddock’s horse is shot out from under him. He
is hit in the arm and the lung, the mortally
wounded general was carried to the rear.
• Later, washing wrote that the British troops
“broke and ran ash sheep before the hounds”
• The British lost 456 men and another 422
wounded.
• In comparison, French and Indian casualties
were very light, 30 killed, 60 wounded.
• On July 11, survivors of the ‘flying column’
reunited with the main body, burning all supplies
...
• On July 13, Braddock died of his wounds. His
last words were, “who would have thought? We
shall better know how to deal with them another
time.,”
• He was buried in the middle of the road, to
obscure his grave (just south of Union Town.
PA).
• On July 17, the survivors made it back to Fort
Cumberland.
• Ironically, Braddock’s defeat greatly enhanced
the reputation of George Washington, who two
decades later would lead the American forces
against the British.

• Where English cross Mong. River, there are 2
acres of bottom land, bounded by the river on
the east, and a ledge of high cliffs on west.
• French & Indian lay concealed by prairie grasss
and timber, they could fire down upon
Braddock’s forces.
• Cpt. Grant and Lewis companies first to cross
the river. As soon as Braddock’s army had
crossed the river, the enemy raised a heart
rending yell, and poured down a
constant and most deadly fire.
• A most deadly contest ensued. A DEADLY
SLAUGHTER WAS THE CONSEQUENCE

 The unfortunate result gave the French complete
dominance over the Indians on the Ohio. Indian
attacks became more frequent, extending
further.
 But the last word on this had not yet been
spoken.
 Grant and Lewis became prisoners. Grant
blamed Lewis for the failure. In return Lewis
challenged him to the field. Refusing, Lewis spit
in his face.
 Back at the fort, it was becoming hunting season
and the Indians wanted to return home (Detroit).
 The question was whether Gen. Forbes would
retreat or advance. It was assumed he would
retreat
 The French tried to confuse Forbes by getting the
Indians to harass him on their way home
(Canada).
 The British main army had been left in
Raystown.
 An advance guard was positioned at Fort
Ligonier.
 The English received info. That the greater part
of the Indians had left Du Quesne, and that it

was defenseless: the army then moved forward
and took possession of the ruins. Built Fort Pitt.
 Immediately, the area began to be settled.
 Other forts were erected to protect emigrants
and to keep the Indians in awe.
NOTE: the map on the following page list forts
mainly in the norther area of Augusta.

• Prior to this, an attempt had been made by
David Tygart and a Mr. Files on the upper
branch of the Monongahela River.
• They were frontiersmen familiar with the cruel
murders and savage enormities.
• Around 1754 these two and their families arrived
on The east fork of the Mong…
• Files settled on what is now Beverly and Tygart
went a few miles further north.
• Discovered by a party of Indians, they were all
butchered except the young boy
• Near Morgantown 3 brothers who were
‘Dunckards’ erected a cabin and planted a corn
crop and other vegetables. They spent several
years unmolested. Their intimacy with the
Indians led to distrust.
• One brother trading furs at Fort Pleasant
returned home to discover all in ashes.
• In the fall of 1758 Thomas Decker and others
started a settlement on the Mon. River, but when
spring came a party of Delaware and Mingoes
killing the greater part of its inhabitants.
• At this time at Brownsville, PA was Redstone
Fort
• One who had escaped made his way to the fort,
but the garrison was too weak to respond.

• Cpt Paul sent a runner to Cpt Gibbson at Ft.
Pitt, who sent 30 men to intercept the Indians.
Due to distance and haste of the Indians, they
failed.
• But encountering some Mingoes encamped by a
river, conflict occurred with Gibson cutting the
head of ‘Chief Little Eagle’ off with one swing of
his long sword. From this he was known as “The
Big Knife Warrior.” A war dance ensued and
revenge was sought. Thus the term ‘long knives’.

• Spring 1757 Settlement of Roanoke sacked by
party of Shawnees /Sandy Creek Voyage
• Gov. Dinwiddie order company of regulars (Cpt
Audley Paul), another Cpt.Wm Preston and two
from Agusta/Cpts. John Alexander and Wm
Hogg all under Andrew Lewis.
• Aim to chastise Indians, built fort Grt Sandy
• To avoid discovery they chose a route by the way
of New River and Sandy, crossing below
Horseshoe, to mouth of Wolf creek, over
Bluestone, eventually to Ohio River.
• Gov. Fauquier recalled the troops feeling they
were too small to accomplish the task
• Lewis and his men were outraged. They had
traveled 300 miles in winter, without provisions
and were now 10 miles from the Ohio River.
• 2nd Night of return, hunting turkey, encount-ered
Indians painted for war. Shooting took place
with two killed and a wounded Shawnee taken
prisoner. He gave no info.
• The other Indians fled downstream.
• A council was called. Diversity of opinion. Cpt.
Paul was for crossing the Ohio and invading
Scioto.
• Opposition too strong to overturn Gov.’s orders.

• Orders that no gun fire nor camp fires to be lit.
• Order caused much suffering from cold &
hunger.
• Pack horses were killed and eaten.
• At Burning Spring buffalo hides cut into tugs &
thongs and eaten by the troops, thus Tug River.
• Due to deep snow, restrictions were lifted.
• 30 men left to hunt their way home, but some
died and others were never heard of again.
• A journal kept by Leut. McNutt was given to the
Gov. who in turn censured Lewis for not having
invaded the Scioto towns, and for imposing the
army to restrictions.
• This caused a rift twix Lewis and McNutt
• As War continued hostility grew. People were
attacked leaving the forts, cabins were burned,
people murdered . . .
• On South Branch of Potomac was the fort of Cpt.
Sivert – “Upper Tract”
• No Indian had been seen for some time when a
brother and sisters left the fort to accomplish a
task. They encountered a party of 40 to 50
Indians. Running back to the fort, they were
captured.
• Cpt. Sivert using flag of truce went out and
conveyed desire to buy off enemy.
• As soon as money and articles were handed over
to the Indians and they were inside the fort, a
most bloody tragedy was begun to be acted out.
• Tomahawks cruelly murdered almost every
white person in the fort. FIRE!!
• Summer 1761 Sixty Shawanee warriors raided
settlements on James River.
• The James River was considered as a route for
transport of produce from the Ohio Valley.
The James River and Kanawha Canal was built
for this purpose, to provide a navigable portion
of the Kanawha River, a tributary of the Ohio
River. For the most mountainous section between
the two points, the James River and Kanawha
Turnpike was built to provide a portage link via
wagons and stagecoaches. However, before the
canal could be fully completed. . . Wikipedia
• To avoid fort at Looney’s Creek they used
Bowen’s gap in Purgatory Mountain, killing
men, capturing women and children.
• They divided into two groups, one taking
prisoners toward Ohio, others toward Cedar
Creek.

• They were soon
overtaken, the night
being very dark, they
escaped proceeding to
Ohio.
• In the Bouquet’s
Treaty with the Ohio
Indians, it was
stipulated that all
detained whites were
to be brought in and
redeemed.
Henry Bouquet From Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia born into a moderately wealthy
family in Rolle, Swiss Confederacy, the oldest of
seven brothers. He entered the British Army in
1754 as a lieutenant colonel in the 60th Regiment
of Foot, a unit made up largely of members of
Pennsylvania's German immigrant community.
In 1763, bands of Native Americans joined forces
to remove the British from their territory in what
is most often called Pontiac's War.
• Bouquet, who was in Philadelphia, threw
together a hastily organized force of 500 men,
mostly Scots Highlanders, to relieve the forts.
• On 5 August 1763, Bouquet and the relief column
were attacked by warriors from
the Delaware, Mingo, Shawnee, & Wyandot
tribes near a small outpost called Bushy Run, in
what is now Westmoreland County,
Pennsylvania.
• In a two-day battle, Bouquet defeated the tribes
and Fort Pitt was relieved.
• The battle marked a turning point in the war.
• During the summer of 1763 between Bouquet
and his commander, Gen. Jeffery Amherst, the
idea was proposed and agreed upon to infect the
Indians near Fort Pitt with smallpox by giving
them infected blankets from the fort's smallpox
hospital.
• It was during Pontiac's War that Bouquet gained
a certain lasting infamy. By the autumn of 1764,
Bouquet had become the commander of Fort
Pitt. To subdue the ongoing Indian uprising, he
led a force of nearly 1,500 militiamen and
regular British soldiers from the fort into
the Ohio Country. On 13 October 1764,
Bouquet's army reached the Tuscarawas River.
Shortly thereafter, representatives from the
Shawnees, Senecas, and Delawares came to
Bouquet to sue for peace. As part of the peace
treaty, Bouquet demanded the return of all white
captives in exchange for a promise not to destroy
the Indian villages or seize any of their land. The

return of the captives caused much bitterness
among the tribesmen, because many of them had
been forcibly adopted into Indian families as
small children, and living among the Native
Americans had been the only life they
remembered. Bouquet was responsible for the
return more than 200 white captives to the
settlements back east.
Hanna Dennis, remained captive and lived in the
Chilicothe towns, learning their language; painting
herself and conforming to their customs and
manners. She became skilled in the art of curing
diseases and pro-fessed witchcraft. She was given
full liberty.
• In June 1763, she left on search of herbs, she
crossed Scioto River three times, getting 40 miles
below the towns when discovered by her
pursuers. They shot at her over river.
• She eluded them by crawling into a hollow log.
On next day they returned home.
• She remained there three days nursing her
severely cut feet. She then crossed the Ohio at the
mouth of Great Kanawha. Traveling only at
night, she lived on roots, herbs, green grapes,
wild cherries and river muscles.
• Entirely exhausted by fatigue and hunger she sat
down on the bank of Greenbrier River unable to
go no further. (20 days)
• In this situation she was found by Thomas Althol
and three others from Clendennin.
• They took her to their home and took care of her
until she was able to travel by horse-back to Fort
Young on Jackson’s River where she was united
with her relatives.
• A few day after Hanna had left Clendennin, sixty
warriors came to the settlement on Muddy Creek
in Greenbrier County.
• The French war had just ended the previous
spring and the friendly Indians were welcomed
ans shown hospitality.
• They rose up and tomahawked and scalped all,
save a few women and children.
• Mrs Clendennin, driven to despair boldly
charged the Indians with treachery.
• She was taunted with her husband’s scalp, but
continued to debase them.
• The next day, going over Keeny’s knot, the
prisoners being in the center, she gave her child
to another woman and stepped into the thicket
unperceived.
• Discovering her flight, one brave claimed he
could ‘bring the cow to her calf’, taking her child
by the heels, beat out its brains against a tree.
• She escaped and return home (10 miles)

• While still in her corn field, she thought she saw
a man, overwhelming fear. . . .
• Returning to her right mind, she resumed her
flight, reaching the settlement, safely
• Such incidents brought whites to conclude that
while the war with the French was over, they
continued to live in horror and danger.
• Oct 1764. fifty Delaware and Mingo warriors
ascended the Great Sandy and came over on New
River, forming two parties, one going toward
Roanoke and Catawba, the others going toward
Jackson’s River.
• The latter group came down Dunlap’s creek
crossed James above Fort Young in the night.
• Coming to Wm Carpenter’s home, they killed
him and stole horses. The gun shot was heard
and Fort Young was alerted. A messenger was
sent to Fort Dinwiddie and Cpt. Paul sent a party
of twenty men in pursuit. Nothing!
• Upon returning, they encounter the other group,
they killed three and wounded others.
• During the French war, the entire frontier from
New York to Georgia was in fury.
• Chief means of defense was the militia.
• A line of forts and blockades proved to be utterly
incompetent to secure security,
• One of the main reasons was a lack of discipline.
Vol. soldiers did their own thing
• In VA colonial legislature use “regulars”.
• In PA, rulers disliked any type of war, left the
settlers to fend for themselves.
• Fall 1754 about forty or fifty Indians raided
unprotected settlements total devastation.
• Securing 20 scalps and 3 prisoners to carry the
plunder, the Indians headed home.
• The three prisoners tried to escape, but were
apprehended and severely tortured.
• Frequent infliction led to a vindictive spirit.
• The Canestoga Indians lived in a village near
Lancaster, PA having peace with the whites for a
long time, when a group of men broke into their
town and murdered all who were found home.
• In a similar fate, the Christian Indians of
Nequetank and Nain were placed in barracks for
protection, until Dec 1764 when a group of men
broke in and murdered all the Indians.
• Such groups became known as the “Paxton
Boys”
•
• The Paxton Boys were frontiersmen of ScotsIrish origin from along the Susquehanna River in
central PA who formed vigilante group to
retaliate in 1763 against local American Indians
in the aftermath of the French and Indian
War and Pontiac‘s Rebellion. They are widely
known for murdering 20 Susque-hannock in

events collectively called the Conestoga
Massacre.

• Reverend John Elder, who was the parson
at Paxton, became a leader of the settlers. He was
known as the "Fighting Parson" and kept his
rifle in the pulpit while he delivered his
sermons. Elder helped organize the settlers into a
mounted militia and was named Captain of the
group, known as the "Paxton Boys.“
• The colonial government held an inquest and
determined that the killings were murder. The
new governor, John Penn offered a reward for
capture of the Paxton Boys.
• In January 1764, the Paxton Boys marched
toward Philadelphia with about 250 men to
challenge the government for failing to protect
them. Benjamin Franklin led a group of civic
leaders to meet them in Germantown, then a
separate settlement northwest of the city, and
hear their grievances.
• Many colonists were outraged about the
December killings of innocent Conestoga,
describing the murders as more savage than
those committed by Indians.
• Lazarus Stewart, a former leader of the Paxton
Boys, was killed by Iroquois warriors in the
Wyoming Massacre in 1778 during the American
Revolutionary War.
• The Sullivan-Clinton Expedition, was an
extended systematic military campaign during

the American Revolutionary
War against Loyalists ("Tories") and the four
Nations of the Haudenosaunee which had sided
with the British.
• Another voluntary group engaged in checking
Indian intrusions, calling themselves “the Black
Boys”, due to their painting themselves red and
black in Indian fashion and under command of
Cpt. James Smith.
• He spent from spring 1755 till spring 1759 in
captivity.
• He was in Fort duQuesene when the French &
Indian went out to surprise Gen. Braddock,
witnessing the burning and tortures inflicted
upon prisoners.
• He concluded: ‘to combat Indians successfully,
one must be encountered in their own way, using
the mode of warfare, dressed after the Indian
fashion.’
• The Treaty of Paris on 10 February 1763
brought a measure of peace among the whites,
however, the Indians were still hostile.
• A large body marched on Fort Pitt and tried to
intercept provisions. Col. Bouquet engaged them
at Turtle Creek. Both armies fought most
bravely. Bouquet faked a retreat catching the
Indians in a ambuscade.
• The Indians were repulsed with great slaughter.
• Autumn of 1764, the Shawnees, Seneca, and
Delawares came to Bouquet to sue for peace.
• TREATIES:
• 1763 TREATY OF PARIS /ENG.-FRANCE
• 1764 TREATY OF NIAGARA
• 1764 TREATY OF BOUQUET (OHIO)
THE COMPARATIVE SECURITY AND QUIET
BROUGHT PROSPERITY OF THE VIRGINIA
FRONTIERS.
THE ORIGINAL SPIRIT OF ENTERPRISE WAS
REVIVED.
MANY NEW SETTLEMENTS SPRANG UP.
1764 JOHN SIMPSON [TRAPPER] HIRED
JOHN AND SAMUEL PRINGLE, WHO HAD
DESERTED FROM FORT PITT.
QUARREL AROSE, SIMPSON SETTLED NEAR
WHAT IS NOW BRIDGEPORT WV.
PRINGLES WENT ON AND LIVED IN A TREE
ALONG BUCHANNON RIVER.
DUE TO LACK OF PROVISIONS, JOHN
PRINGLE GOES FOR SUPPLIES/ NEWS OF
PEACE.
1768 SAMUEL FORMS A SETTLEMENT WITH
OTHERS WHO HAD COME INTO THE AREA.
IN FALL OF 1769, RETURNING FROM
VISITING THEIR FAMILIES ON THE SOUTH
BRANCH, FOUND CROPS DESTROYED BY
HERD OF BUFFALOE.

1769:
NEAR CARMICHAELSTOWN (PA) Jacob
VanMeter, John Swan, Thomas Hughes, and
others settled on the West Side of the Monongahela
River.
MORGANTOWN was settled by Thomas Decker,
David Morgan, and others around same time.
Wheeling settled by Col. Ebenezer Zane, his
brothers Silas and Jonathan, and others.
• Treaties of the early 1700’s lead to settlements in
the latter 1700’s throughout Western Virginia
• 1772 RICH Mtn. settled as well as Cheat River
area & more on Simpson’s creek.
• On ELK River near Clarksburg, Thomas Nutter,
Samuel Cottrial, Sotha Hickman, Samuel Beard,
Andrew Cottrial, and Daniel Davisson settled,
became known as Nutter’s Fort.
• On HACKER’S CREEK considerable areas
were settled beginning the communities of
Buchannon and Weston.
• The increase of population, consumed the limited
provisions of the previous harvest. 1773 was
known as the starving year. The spirit of
adventurous emigration brought challenges with
it.
“The infantile state of all countries exhibits a
prevalence of barbarism.” Early settlers were no
longer willing to be tenants.
• Those settling in OHIO were more enterprising
and ambitious. The fertile bottoms near the river
promised abundance productivity.
• In each settlement were those who tended the soil
and others who took to hunting wild game.
• The sill set necessary for hunting served well
when encountering the Native Americans.
• The early pioneers had humble virtues,
hospitable homes, patient spirits, proud of their
freedom, and a sense of self-respect.
• The relative peace since the treaty of 1765 faded
with increased conflicts by 1774.
• IN 1774 John Ryan killed 3 Indians unprovoked
on the Ohio, Monongahela and Cheat RiversI
• Gov. Dunmore offered a reward for his capture.
• Several other Indians killed on South Branch
leading to an arrest of Henry Judah and a rescue
from prison by over 200 men.
• Bald Eagle, a well-known Indian, was found
alone by Jacob Scott, Wm Hacker and Elijah
Runner who murdered him.
• They seated him in a canoe and put a journeycake in his mouth and sent him downstream.
Several saw him thinking him alive. Eventually

discovered dead by Mrs. Provine who gave him
decent burial
• Another incident of similar nature was
committed by Wm White. Taken to Winchester
for trial. The prison doors were forced open & he
was set free.
• In 1772, women and children, were also killed by
exasperated white men.
• A German family on Gauley River was
slaughtered, plundered, and cattle were driven
off. Indians from Bulltown were suspected.
• A party of five men, including White & Hacker,
proceeded immediately toward Bulltown.
• Upon their return they denied every seeing an
Indian, but prevailing opinion felt that they had
destroyed all men, women and children in
Bulltown and thrown their bodies into the river.
• One would expect an uprising from the Indians,
however, Chief Logan, who had family killed,
said that the only one angry about the murders
was himself.
• It became obvious to all that the object of the
Europeans was to occupy the country, even if it
meant the annihilation of the Native American.
• The continual extension of white settlements into
the Indian country was the cause of the war of
1774 (Lord Dunmore’s War).
• BACKGROUND

• The area south of the Ohio River had long been
claimed by the Iroquois Confederacy. When, in
accordance with the Treaty of Fort
Stanwix (1768), British officials acquired the
land south of the Ohio River from the Iroquois,
many other Ohio Indians who had hunted in
these lands refused to accede to the treaty and
prepared to defend their hunting rights.
• At the forefront of this resistance were the
Shawnee.

• Who organized a large confederacy of ShawneeOhio Confederated Indians who were opposed to
the British and the Iroquois in order to enforce
their claims.
• Following the 1768 treaty, British explorers,
surveyors, and settlers began pouring into the
region.
• This immediately brought them into direct
contact with Native Americans.
• The Gov. Lord Dunmore asked House of
Burgesses to declare a state of war with the
hostile Indian nations and order up an elite
volunteer militia force for the campaign.
• April 1774, land adventures fight Indians at
Captina, 16 miles south of Wheeling. Some
settlers were considering leaving the frontier. A
party of whites killed some Indians who were
friendly including the brother and daughter of
the celebrated chief, LOGAN.
• The traders in Indian Territory were killed, then
a general massacre of all whites began.
• The VA govt. took immediate steps to prevent
massacres and restore tranquility.
• Gen. Andrew Lewis organized a force to take the
war into the enemy’s country.
• Early in June, troops left Wheeling, going to
mouth of Captina, then Wappatomica.
• Six miles from town, army encountered an
opposition force of 50-60 hidden warriors.
• Col. McDonald was alerted to the waiting enemy
and stationed videttes forward.
• To prevent destruction the Indians sued for
peace. Five chiefs were sent as hostages. As
negotiations began, one hostage vol. to gather
other chiefs.
• Not returning as planned a second chief agrees to
go, but that one also did not return. McDonald
marched to the next town, discovering the old
men, women, and children had all been removed.
• To punish the duplicity McDonald burned their
towns and destroyed their crops.
• No sooner had troops retired, the Indians, in
small parties, invaded the settlements. Thirst for
blood!
• Chief Logan, who had long been known as a
friend to the whites, who had been inactive
during the French war, now felt compelled to
avenge the death of his family; exchanging the
pipe of peace for war.
• 12 July Robinson, Hellen and Brown were
pulling flax near Simpson’s Creek when Logan
and his part advanced unnoticed, 1 killed, others
captured.

• Eventually, both men were adopted into an
Indian family, escaping the fate of death.
• Warnings were sent out to settlements
• Walter Kelly and Cpt. Jh Field, young boy and a
Negro woman, 12 miles below falls of Kanawha,
were caught unaware by an Indian War Party.
• Kelly was shot, Negro woman killed, the other
two taken captive.
• Troops recruited and went out, dis-covering
Field wearing only his shirt, who had just ran 80
miles.
• Conflicts continued to escalate.
• An army was recruited chiefly from the counties
west of the Blue Ridge.
• Two divisions were formed: Northern, from
Frederick, Dunmore counties and Southern,
from Botetourt, Augusta . . .
• Assemble at mouth of Big Kanawha . . .
• Sept. Gen Lewis rendezvoused at Camp Union,
with 1100 troops headed for Point Pleasant.
• Gov. Dunmore, with Northern troops, went to
Fort Pitt, decided to continue to Ohio instead of
Point Pleasant; sent orders to Lewis to join him.
• Oct 10th, Monday morning, 2 soldiers hunting
deer, discovered 4 acres of Warriors, 1 soldier
killed.
• Impossible to avoid Warriors and greatly outnumbered, Lewis sent three companies up
Crooked Creek unobserved by the warriors.
• With the Indians attacking Lewis’ remaining
troops, they were surprised by the 3 companies
attacking their rear. The warriors retreated to
their homes. Victory to the Colonial army.
• The victory was decisive, but not cheaply bought
• Chief Cornstock encouraged his warriors “Be
strong! Be strong!” killing a hesitant brave.

•
• CORNSTOCK

Born: ca. 1720 (PA)

• Died: 10 Nov 1777 Fort Randolph
• Spouses: Helizikinopo (1715-56)
•
Ounaconoa Moytoy (1715-55)
•
Catherine Vanderpool (1725-1806)
• Children: Aracoma Cornstalk, Elinipsico
Cornstalk
• Known For: Prominent Leader of Shawnee
Nation
• Cornstalk opposed European settlement west of
the Ohio River in his youth, but he later became
an advocate for peace after the Battle of Point
Pleasant (1774). He was murdered by American
militiamen at Fort Randolph during a diplomatic
visit in November 1777 outraged both American
Indians and Virginians.
• After the 1768 Treaty of Fort Stanwix, settlers
and land speculators moved into the lands south
of the Ohio River in present-day West Virginia
and Kentucky. He tried un-successfully to
prevent escalation of the hostilities.
• Cornstalk played a central role in Dunmore’s
War of 1774. Cornstalk attempted to ambush
part of Lord Dunmore’s Virginia army at Point
Pleasant where the Kanawha empties into the
Ohio in 1774. Failing, he deftly negotiated a
peace settlement, saving the Tribe from
devastation.
• With the American Revolution begun, Cornstalk
worked to keep his people neutral. He
represented the Shawnee at treaty councils at
Fort Pitt in 1775 and 1776, the first Indian
treaties ever negotiated by the United States.
• The Boston Port Act was an Act of the
Parliament of Great Britain which became law
on March 31, 1774, and took effect on June 1,
1774. It was one of five measures (variously
called the Intolerable Acts, the Punitive Acts or
Coercive Acts) that were enacted during the
spring of 1774 to punish Boston for the Boston
Tea Party.
• It outlawed the use of the Port of Boston (by
setting up a barricade or blockade) for "landing
and discharging, loading or shipping, of goods,
wares, and merchandise" until such time as
restitution was made to the King's treasury
(for customs duty lost) and to the East India
Company for damages suffered.

infirmed, he returned to his farm in Upper Canada
in 1818, completely blind.
• Upon the close of the 1774 campaign, & with
Kentucky becoming a focus, North Western
Virginia had a period of peace.
• 1774 first attempt to occupy Kentucky.
• The contest between Great Britain and her
American colonies was ripening into war.

Simon Girty, “the White Savage”
B: November 14, 1741
D: February 18, 1818
An American Colonial of Irish birth who served as
A liaison between the British and their Indian
Allies during the American Revolution. His father
was murdered (how is questionable) At age 15
taken captive and raised by Guyasuta Chief of the
Ohio Senca (Mingoes) for 7 years. Returned to
British, Nov 1764, during prisoner exchange after
the end of Pontiac’s War. He knew 11 languages,
had become fully assima-lated with the Seneca,
preferring their way of life. He was the principal
interpreter at the signing of the Treaty of Fort
Stanwix.
During the American Revolution, Girty first sided
with the Colonial Revolutionaries. He later served
with the Loyalists and their Indian allies, including
many Seneca and three other Iroquois nations.
American frontiersmen considered him renegade
and turncoat. Following the Battle of Point
Pleasant, Chief Cornstalk signed the Treaty, Girty
was sent to being Johnny Logan in. Logan refused,
telling Girty his thoughts, who conveyed them to
the British. Simon was among the early Virginia
Frontiersmen to draft up the Original First
Declaration of Independence. During the American
Revolution, Girty initially served with American
forces against Indian allies of the British.
Following the murder of an old Indian chief who
was living at peace, Girty once again began
fighting with the Indians against the British and
Colonials. At more than 60 years old, greatly

• Other circumstances also helped bring about
such conflict: British agents from Canada to
Gulph of Mexico recruiting savages to wage war
on western frontier; many settlers were still loyal
to Britain; potential for plunder too great to
resist.
• As conflict grew between Colonies and Britain,
protection for the frontier diminished.
• March 1777, 200 warriors systematically attack
Harrod’s Fort, Boone’s Fort, and Logan’s Fort
in Kentucky.
• Spring of 1777, Chief Cornstalk and Red Hawk
go to Fort Randolph seeking peace and helping
commanders understand the geography and
rivers of Ohio. While there Cornstalk’s son,
Ellinipsicpo arrived.
• Two of Cpt. Hall’s company went hunting.
Encountering Indians, one was killed and the
other one had to be rescued. A cry was heard,
“let us go and kill the Indians in the fort”. Thus,
Cornstalk, Wllinipsicpo, and Red Hawk were all
murdered while seeking peace.
• June 1777, a party of Indians invaded home of
Charles Grigsby near West Fork, his wife, 2
children captured. Later, (6 miles) the wife’s
body and youngest child were found dead.
• A short time later, 2 Indians on West Fork, near
Coon’s Fort, were concealed while the daughter
of Mr. Coon was harvesting some hemp in a field
near the fort.

• Thomas Cunningham and Enoch James came by
and spoke to her. As they were departing the
heard a shot, turned to see the girl being
scalloped. James shot the Indian.
• In 1777, Native Americans of the Shawnee,
Wyandot and Mingo tribes joined to attack
settlements along the Ohio River. By August the
whole country bordering the Ohio River from
Fort Pitt to Wheeling was justly alarmed.
• Fort Henry (Fort Fincastle) Wheeling, WV

•
•
•
•

•

•

•
• Built by government, but manned by volunteers,
protecting some 25 – 30 homes.
• Sept. 1, 1777 Cpt. Ogal and 12 men watched for
signs of Indians but saw none. However, an army
of 389 warriors were approaching under
concealment
• Six Indians were placed along the road as a
decoy.
• Early in the morning, Sep 2, two men going to a
field for horses discovered the six along the road.
One man was shot and the other allowed to
escape to warn the fort.
• Cpt. Mason, hearing there were only six Indians,
went out with 14 men, before going far they were
surrounded but tried to escape
• Mason twice wounded sensed an Indian upon
him and tried to fire but was too close. A short
struggle allowed Mason to kill him.
• The screams of Mason’s men alarmed Cpt. Ogal
who advanced with 12 scouts, but were also
outnumbered. Only 3 of 26 survived.
• By the time the fort gates could be closed the
Indians were alongside the fort wall. Before the
attack began there was an offer for those inside
to surrender, made by Simon Girty.
• He was leading the army of Indians to gather
British sympathizers and escort them to Detroit
under Gov. Hamilton’s proclamation.
• The Proclamation of 1763 reserved the lands
west of the crest of the Appalachian Mountains
for the native inhabitants and forbid colonists
from settling in the area. Although it was never
strictly enforced, it illustrates a growing division

•

•
•

•
•

•

•
•

of interests between Great Britain and the
American colonies that ultimately led to the
American Revolution.
Girty offered, “slavery or death”! Col. Zane
responded that all were resolved to perish first.
A shot was discharged at Girty, he withdrew.
The fort only had 33 men. But for 23 hours they
withstood the attack with the aid of the women
Making no advance on the fort, the assailants
fired all the houses, killed off all stock, and
retired about day light, fearing further delay
might mean being caught by superior force.
Prior to this attack, Col. Andrew Swearingen
having repaired two older forts nearby, was at
Shepherd’s fort when news of the attack arrived.
With 14 men he descended the Ohio
The night was dark and foggy, they could not see
the banks, and decided to float with the current.
While on the river they began seeing light from
the burning houses. They docked in order to do
some reconnaissance.
Being very careful, they sneaked through the
woods and encircled the cornfields looking for
signs of the enemy. About the same time they
concluded no Indians were around, Maj.
McCullough arrived with 45 men.
Together they discovered the pitiable sight of 23
men laying dead and scalped and over 300 head
of cattle killed, and all nearby homes totally
destroyed.
Soon thereafter a company of militia (45) under
Cpt. Foreman arrived.
Foreman, ignorant of the practices of the
Indians, chose to have large campfires in his
camp, although being warned by Lynn and other
frontiersmen.
Lynn and others chose to sleep some distance
away
Early the next morning, Lynn heard what
sounded as docking canoes. Again he warned
Foreman, who chose to reject the advice. Lynn
and the4 frontiers-men chose to march on the
hillside while the large company marched along
the valley.
Near Grave creek narrows, one of the soldiers
saw a parcel of Indian ornaments laying in the
path; picking them up, several others gathered
close by.
The Indians, laying in ambush, opened fire,
killing 21 of Captain Foreman’s command.
On the next day, the inhabitants of the neighborhood of Wheeling under the direction and
guidance of Col. Zane, proceeded to Grave Creek
and buried those who had fallen.

Wheeling 



Monongahela
Point
Pleasant


 West Fork

• The Peacemaker Cornstock was murdered
• The “White Savage” Simon Girty lead an army
of Indians, attacking settlements and freeing the
Tories.
• There was also the Paxton Boy and the Black
Boys . . . Violence was Everywhere!
•
•

 Greenbrier

•

•
French and Indian War 1754–63
1774 Lord Dunmore / Gen Lewis
Battle of Point Pleasant
Simon Girty
Focus shifts to Kentucky
1777 Forts in Kentucky wiped out
Fort Henry (Wheeling)
Murder of Chief Cornstock
American Revolutionary War
• General belief that Girty and Indians had left the
area and gone to Detroit.
• The Tories who were secretly left behind
conspired to murder the Whigs.
• Court at Ft. Redstone released the Tories
providing the give an oath of allegiance to the
United States.
• Sep 1777 Leonard Petro & Wm White were
hunting near the Little Kenhawa, about midnight
aware of Indians, when attacked pretended to be
friendly, not fooled, Indians took them captive.
• White escaped, Petro never heard of.
• As winter approached, quiet was expected,
however, 20 Indians on Tygart Valley stayed
hidden for roughly a month, during snow fall, 10
miles from settlement.
• 15 Dec raided Connoly & Stewart homes, killing
all but Miss Hamilton, taken captive.
• Alarm is sounded and 20 volunteers under Cpt.
Wilson pursue the party for 5 days to no avail.
• It was winter, snow, cold and the volunteers had
icicles hanging from their clothing/bodies.
• This was the last outrage in Northern Western
Virginia for the year.
• Yet 1777 had been a bloody year:
• While the country was at war with Britain
• Frontiersmen and early settlements continued to
deal with the Indians

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

CH 10 CHRONICLES OF BORDER WARFARE
With winter so severe there was time to erect
more new forts.
But due to Cornstock’s murder there was a
hunger for ‘revenge’.
Even so, frontier population continued to grow
and Virginia tried to support the growth with a
small body of regular troops under the command
of Gen. McIntosh.
Fort McIntosh was built at the mouth of Big
Beaver, south of Pitt.
This fort was first to be sacrificed to the fury of
1778.
Anticipating such reprisal, those on Ten Mile
retired into Harbert’s block-house, but on March
3rd the local children yield “red men”.
One Indian shot John Murphey….
Another attacked Ed Cunningham
A Third wore a cap with ears and horns still
attached started to kill a young girl when her
father caught hold of him.
Other Indians were kept out of the house but
attacked the children outside
Eventually, they all retreated to Ohio.
April 11th on Dunkard Bottom, several Indians
killed several whites, taking a Mrs Morgan and
her child as prisoners.
As they came near Pricket’s Fort she was able to
use her teeth and untie herself and escape with
her child.
Last of April, 20 Indians entered Hacker’s Creek
and West Fork area. Families were at Richards’
fort on the river. The first week of May some of
the men were in a field and were fired upon by
the Indians.
Unarmed, the men fled, Thomas Hughes and
Jonathan Lowther were shot down. Others fled
for safety.

•
• The revenge of the Shawanee had not achieved
any serious consequence.
• Soon after Cornstock’s death at Point Pleasant,
Indians came in sight of the fort which had been
greatly reduced with the removal of Cpt.
Arbuckle’s company, they arose from
concealment and demanded surrender of the
fort.
• Isaac Washburn returning for the mill was shot
off his horse, tomahawked and scalped.

• The determination of the Shawanees to revenge
the death of their Sachem had not achieved any
serious consequence.
• In May at Point Pleasant some Indians came in
sight of the fort which had been greatly reduced
with the removal of Cpt. Arbuckle’s company, no
militia were sent out to engage this small group,
when a large group arose from concealment and
demanded surrender to the fort.
• Cpt. McKee asked for a night to consider
demand.
• The next morning he sent word he could not
comply. The Indians immediately attacked, and
for one week kept the garrison closely besieged.
• Making little impression, the Indians gathered
up the cattle and proceeded up the Kanawha
river towards the Greenbrier settlement.
• Fearing for the destruction of the Greenbrier
settlement, Cpt Mcee dispatched two men to
follow…….

• They returned, reporting they could not get
past the Indians to warn the settlement.
• McKee then asked “who would risk his life to
save the people of Greenbrier.”
• John Pryor and Philip Hammond, at once
stepped forward, and replied, “WE WILL”
• They put on Indian clothing and painted
Indian style and departed on their hazardous
task.
• Traveling, night and day, in all rapidity, they
passed the Indians at Meadow River, and
arrived at Donnelly’s fort. (Greenbrier)
• The news was sent to all inhabitants, and in
the course of the night, they gathered.
• Early the next morning, 29 May 1778, John
Pritchet went out for some firewood and was
fired at and killed. The Indians ran into the
yard forced the door open, but Hammond
and Dick Pointer were inside.
• A hoghead of water kept the Indians from
entering. They began cutting it in pieces with
tomahawks.
• Hammond and Dick (a negro belonging to
Col. Donnelly) quickly moved the hogshead
allowing the door to fly open and they killed
the Indian in the doorway. Dick fired at the
others with swan shot had its effect. A war
club with a swan shot in it was later picked
up near the door.
• Others, who were asleep, were awaken by
the gun fire, joined in an open galling fire up
the Indians.

• The enemy retired a small distance. Several
Indians were killed when they tried to crawl
under the house.
• When news of so large body of savages were
near reached Cpt Stuart and Col. Samuel
Lewis they collected inhabitants at a fort
where Lewisburg now stands. They marched
to the relief of Donnelly fort with some sixtysix men.
• About 2 o’clock the entered a field of well
grown rye at the rear of the house.
• They soon discovered savages in the field.
• Cpt Stuart and Charles Gatliff fired at them,
and the whole party rushed into the yard,
amid a heavy discharge of balls from the
savage forces.
• The Indians resumed the attack till dark,
when one approached the fort called out in
broken English “we want peace”. They drug
off their slain.
• Only four whites were killed; Prichet, James
Burns, Alexander Ochiltree, James Graham.
• At least 17 Indians remained dead in the
yard
• There were 21 men at Donnoly’s fort before
Stuart and Lewis arrived with
reinforcements.
• There had been over 200 Indians.
• An Indian, John Hollis, had previously came
through the settlement as a friendly and had
taken notice of the different forts in the
Greenbrier area. He was on of those who
were left dead in the yard.

The first white settlement in what is now
Monongalia County was made in April 1758 by
Tobias Decker with a party of 50 people. They
built cabins where Deckers Creek enters the
Monongahela River, the present site
of Morgantown.

• Delaware Indians raided this settlement in
October 1759, and the survivors scattered,
finding safety in other settlements nearby.
During the 1760s, several permanent settlers
established homesteads. In 1766, Zackquill
Morgan registered a land claim. In 1783–84,
he had surveyor Maj. William Haymond
divide this land into building lots and streets,
and in 1785 legislation establishing Morgan’s
Town was enacted. Indian raids continued
until 1791, and at an early date Kerns Fort
was constructed on the east side of Deckers
Creek.

• During the Indian wars of the early 1770s,
forts were built along the rivers from the
already established Fort Pitt to West’s Fort
at Jane Lew. Nutter’s Fort, built in 1772 on
Elk Creek, was one of the strongest. Two
miles west of Nutter’s Fort, where Elk Creek
flows into the West Fork River and on land
Daniel Davisson claimed through settlement
in 1773, a community of settlers by 1780 had
built their adjoining houses in a rectangle to
give some protection.

•

Trapper John Simpson was the earliest white person
known to have entered present Taylor County, in
1768. Soon afterward, settlements were established
in Booths Creek in the present county’s
northwestern corner.

• About mid-June, three women went out from
West’s Fort, to gather greens, and were
attacked by four Indians, lying in wait. Only
one gun was shot and the ball passed through
the bonnet of Mrs. Hackor, who let out a
scream as she and others ran toward fort.
• An Indian with a long staff with a spear on
one end, thrust it at Mrs. Freeman. It
entered he back just below the shoulder
coming out her left breast. Then with his
tomahawk cut off the upper part of her head
and carried it off to save the scalp.
• The screams alarmed the men in the fort;
seizing their guns, they ran out. Several guns
were fired at the Indian while he was getting
Freeman’s scalp.
• Jesse Hughs and John Schoolcraft were
making their way to the fort, coming very
near two Indians standing by the fence
looking at West’s Fort so intensely they did
not perceive any one near them.
• Avoiding any conflict the made it to the fort
safely.
• Hughes immediately took up his gun, and
learning the fate of Mrs. Freeman, helped
retrieve her body.
• James Owns, a youth of 16 years, was the
only one killed after Grundy. Going from
Power’s Fort on Simpson’s Creek to Booth’s
Creek, his saddle girth gave way, as he was
mending it, he was shot killing both him and
his horse.
• This party of Indians, seeing that all the
whites had retired to the fort, and being too
few to attack the fort, crossed Bartlett’s run
and came to the house of Gilbert Hustead,
who was fixing his gun lock. Hearing a noise
in the yard, he slipped to the door. The
Indians were at the door and he had no
chance to escape. Walking out with an air of
pleasantry, he held forth his had and asked
them all to walk in.
• He won their confidence and friendship,
telling them that he was a King’s man and
unwilling to live among the rebels. He
offered them to shoot a fat hog in his yard
and have something to eat. He broke his

furniture saying, “the rebels shall never have
the good of you.” He traveled home with
them main-taining his deception, obtaining
his return to family.
• Further north, a larger group of Indians had
invaded settlements. They penetrated Coburn
Creek unperceived, making their way to a fort not
far from Morgantown, encountering a group of
whites returning from working the fields, about a
mile from Coburn’s Fort.
• They were next seen on Dunkard Creek near
Stradler’s Fort laying in wait for the men to return
from the fields. Towards the evening the men
came in carrying with them some hogs which they
had killed for the use of the fort people. The
Indians fired upon the men.
• Overpowered by numbers, the few, who were
unhurt, retuned fire while running to the fort,
leaving 18 of their companions dead on road.
• When the savages succeeded in committing any
outrage, it usually went unpunished.
• Their frequent visits to the West Fork area, led
several inhabitants to leave the area to safer
places.
• One family, the Washburns, having several close
calls were one of the exiting families.
• Nathaniel Cochan tells of James Washburns who
was severely beaten on his first arrival at the
Indian village. Running the gauntlet, he barely
made it to the council house. He was so disfigured
and mutilated from the beatings he was not
recognized by his old acquaintance. His beatings
had left him dazed and stupified.
• Being somewhat revived by morning, he was again
led forth to resume the barbarities which had
been suspended by the interposition of night.
• Becoming so weak as to not even endure the
assaults of the older men and women. He became
as dead, but again exhibited symptoms of life, at
which time his head was severed from his
shoulders.
• In Oct. two Indians came to house of Conrad
Richards, finding a little girl at play, with an infant
in her arms, they scalped her and rushed the door
• Finding the door securely closed, Richards was
able to use his gun in defense. A fortunate aim
wounded one and the other retreated. The girl
with the baby, saw the Indians leaving, and she
ran, with the infant still in her arms and entered
the house.
• The frequent murders and great devastation
induced Government to undertake two exped‐
itions. One thousand men were placed under the
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command of Gen. McIntosh to go against the
Sandusky towns.
Another two to three hundred soldiers were
placed under Col. Clarke, to operate against the
Canadian settlements in Illinois. It was well known
that the Gov. of Illinois was an agent of the British,
stimulating the savages to aggression, and paying
them well for scalps.
The settlements in Kentucky also need help
against the hives from which savages swarmed.
These expeditions had to succeed in checking the
savage encroachments and provide peace.
Col. Clarke had great success, descending the Ohio
River, from Fort Pitt to the Falls, concealing his
boats, he went directly toward Kaskaskias.
Arriving in the night, they entered and took poss‐
ession of town and fort without opposition. Not a
single individual escaped to spread an alarm.
Further up the Mississippi were towns that could
shelter and furnish the Indians means of further
annoyance and ravage. Col. Clarke immediately
directed his men thus, utilizing horses acquired at
Kaskaskias. Three other towns were reduced.
The obnoxious governor at Kaskaskias was sent
directly to Virginia, with the written instructions
he had received from Quebec, Detroit and
Michillimacinac, for exciting the Indians to war.
[Michillimacinac = area twix Lake Huron /
Mich.]
While this whole area was considered Virginia, it
had not exercised any jurisdiction over it.
Gen. McIntosh was not as successful. It had been
difficult to raise the number of men required and
so great a distance and time involved, the season
for such an operation had passed before he could
be prepared. He went on to achieve as much as
possible.
He made it as far as Tuscarawa, when it was
resolved to build and garrison a fort ‘till spring.
This was called Fort Laurens.
The fort was built by General Lachlan McIntosh, in
early December, 1778, on the west bank of
the Tuscarawas River, now in Tuscarawas
County near the town of Bolivar. It was named
after Henry Laurens, a president of
the Continental Congress from South Carolina. The
fort was used as a reference point in defining the
boundary line in Treaty of Greenville, although the
text of the treaty misspells the name as "Fort
Lawrence".
CH 11 CHRONICLES OF BORDER WARFARE
WITHERS

• As soon as Detroit heard of Col. Clarke’s success,
plans were made to expel him from Kaskaskias
(Illinois).
• An army of 600, mainly Indians, led by Gov.
Hamilton of Detroit, a bold, active, cruel and blood
thirsty man, left Detroit towards Clarke’s
encampment.
• His goal was to spread devastation and death
along the frontier, from Kentucky to Penn.
Arriving at Fort St. Vincent on the Wabash, mid‐
December, deeming it too late to advance towards
Kaskaskias, he constructed some embattlements
while sending most of his men out in marauding
parties to operate against Ohio settlements.
• Meanwhile, Col. Clarke was actively engaged in
acquiring control over the neighboring Indian
tribes, hoping to get them to support the cause of
the US.
• Intelligence of Hamilton’s movements reached
Clarke and hostile Indian parties gathered around
Kaskaskias. He began preparing for a siege. He
brought back men he had stationed in other
towns. The idea of abandoning the country never
occurred to him.
• A Spanish merchant who had been in St. Vincents,
told Clarke that Hamilton’s army had become
much reduced.
• Clarke decided to change tactics. Instead of
preparing further for an attack, he would take the
offensive.
• He sent a forward guard, equipped with two four
pounders and four swivels, to ascend the Wabash
to just below St. Vincents, allowing no one to pass.
This allowed Clarke to gather 130 brave and
intrepid men to set forth on a march. 7 Feb. 1779,
to intercept Hammilton.
• The weather was nasty. They were five days
crossing the drowned lands and wading through
water and ice, frequently up to their breasts.
• Overcoming every difficulty, they arrived at their
destination on the evening of Feb. 23.
• They had not been discovered, surprise was on
their side. They arrived in view of the enemy, but
the battle was yet to be fought.
• At 7 o’clock the assault march began. Instead of a
fight, the inhabitants received the troops with
gladness, and surrendering the town.
• They cheerfully helped lay siege to the fort…..
• For 18 hours the garrison resisted the repeated
onsets of the assailants; but during the night
succeeding the attack, Col. Clarke had an
entrenchment thrown up within rifle shot of the
enemy’s strongest battery.

• From this position the next morning, the poured
well‐directed shower of balls, silencing two
cannons within 15 minutes, without sustaining
any loss.
• This led Hamilton to demand a parley (possibly
surrender)
• Col. Clarke received info that a party of Indians
were on their way with two prisoners. He sent a
detachment out to intercept them. They were
captured and the prisoners were released.
• Col. Clarke’s motives had not been for fame or
glory, but for the advancement of the settlers and
their safety.
• By order of the governor of Virginia, Hamilton was
manacled with irons, and confined in jail.
• George Rogers
Clark (Nov. 19, 1752 –
February 13, 1818) was
an American
surveyor, soldier, and
militia officer
from Virginia who
became the highest
ranking American
military officer on
the northwestern frontier during the
•
American Revolutionary War.
• As the American Revolutionary War
began in the East, Kentucky's settlers
became involved in a dispute about the region's
sovereignty. Richard Henderson, a judge and land
speculator from North Carolina, had purchased
much of Kentucky from the Cherokee in an illegal
treaty.
• Henderson intended to create a proprietary
colony known as Transylvania, but many Kentucky
settlers did not recognize Transylvania's authority
over them. In June 1776, these settlers selected
Clark and John Gabriel Jones to deliver a petition
to the Virginia General Assembly, asking Virginia

to formally extend its boundaries to include
Kentucky.
• Clark and Jones traveled the Wilderness Road to
Williams‐burg where they convinced
Governor Patrick Henry to create Kentucky
County, Virginia. Clark was given 500 lb (230 kg) of
gunpowder to help defend the settlements and
was appointed a major in the Kentucky County
militia. He was just 24 years old, but older settlers
looked to him as a leader, such as Daniel
Boone, Benjamin Logan, and Leonard Helm.
• In 1777, the Revolutionary War intensified in
Kentucky. British lieutenant governor Henry
Hamilton armed his Indian allies from his
headquarters at Fort Detroit, encouraging them to
wage war on the Kentucky settlers in hopes of
reclaiming the region as their hunting ground.
• The Continental Army could spare no men for an
invasion in the northwest or for the defense of
Kentucky, which was left entirely to the local
population.
Clark spent several months defending settlements
against the Indian raiders as a leader in the
Kentucky County militia, while developing his plan
for a long‐distance strike against the British. His
strategy involved seizing British outposts north of
the Ohio River to destroy British influence among
their Indian allies.
• In December 1777, Clark presented his plan to
Virginia's Governor Patrick Henry, and he asked
for permission to lead a secret expedition to
capture the British‐held villages
at Kaskaskia, Cahokia, and Vincennes in the Illinois
country.
• Governor Henry commissioned him as a lieutenant
colonel in the Virginia militia and authorized him
to raise troops for the expedition.
• Clark and his officers recruited volunteers
from Pennsylvania, Virginia, and North Carolina.
The men gathered in early May near the Falls of
the Ohio, south of Fort Pitt. The regiment spent
about a month along the Ohio River preparing for
its secret mission. Patrick Henry had been a
leading land speculator before the Revolution in
lands west of the Appalachians where Virginians
had sought control from the Indians, including
George Washington and Thomas Jefferson.
• In July 1778, Clark led the Illinois Regiment of the
Virginia State Forces of about 175 men and
crossed the Ohio River at Fort Massac and
marched to Kaskaskia, capturing it on the night of
July 4 without firing their weapons. The next day,
Captain Joseph Bowman and his company
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captured Cahokia in a similar fashion without
firing a shot. The garrison at Vincennes along the
Wabash River surrendered to Clark in
August. Several other villages and British forts
were subsequently captured, after most of the
French‐speaking and Indian inhabitants refused to
take up arms on behalf of the British. To counter
Clark's advance, Hamilton recaptured the garrison
at Vincennes, which the British called Fort
Sackville, with a small force in December 1778.
Prior to initiating a march on Fort Detroit, Clark
used his own resources and borrowed from his
friends to continue his campaign after the initial
appropriation had been depleted from the Virginia
legislature.
He re‐enlisted some of his troops and recruited
additional men to join him.
Hamilton waited for spring to begin a campaign to
retake the forts at Kaskaskia and Cahokia, but
Clark planned another surprise attack on Fork
Sackville at Vincennes. He left Kaskaskia on
February 6, 1779 with about 170 men, beginning
an arduous overland trek, encountering melting
snow, ice, and cold rain along the journey. They
arrived at Vincennes on February 23 and launched
a surprise attack on Fort Sackville. Hamilton
surrendered the garrison on February 25 and was
captured in the process. The winter expedition
was Clark's most significant military achievement
and became the basis of his reputation as an early
American military hero.
News of Clark's victory reached General George
Washington, and his success was celebrated and
was used to encourage the alliance with France.
General Washington recognized that Clark's
achievement had been gained without support
from the regular army, either in men or
funds. Virginia also capitalized on Clark's success,
laying claim to the Old Northwest by calling
it Illinois County, Virginia.

US Postage Stamp, 1929 issue designed by F.C. Yohn;
George Rogers Clark recaptured Fort Sackville in the
February 23, 1779 Battle of Vincennes without
losing a single soldier.

• Gen. McIntosh’s experience was quite
different. Since winter was approaching the
main army was forced to retire to the
settlements into winter quarters, before they
could accomplish anything, but the erection
of Fort Laurens.
• The commandant of the garrison, Col.
Gibson recognized the full hazard of their
situation: surrounded by a superior force
and the scarcity of provisions, put then in a
tenuous situation.
• Early in January, a considerable body of
savages approached Fort Laurens
unperceived and before the garrison was
apprised that the Indians knew of their fort.
• During the night, the Indians caught the
horses that were outside the fort and
removed their bells. Then they took the
horses further into the woods and went back
to hide in the tall prairie grass.
• The next morning the began ringing the
bells. Sixteen men were sent out of the fort to
bring in the horses. Allured by the sound of
the bells, they kept to the path, along which
the Indians lay concealed, until they found
themselves unexpectedly in the presence of
the enemy, wo opened fire killing 14 and
taking the other 2 as prisoners.
• The Indian army, consisting of 847 warriors,
painted and equipped for war, marched in
single file through a prairie near the for and
in full view of the garrison, and encamped on
an adjacent elevation on the opposite side of
the river.
• From this situation, frequent conversations
were held by them with the whites, in which
they deprecated the longer continuance of
hostilities, but yet protested against the encroachment made upon their territory by the
whites, the erection of a fort and the
garrison- ing soldiers within their country,
not only unpermitted by them, but for some
time before they knew anything of it.
• For these infringements on their rights, they
were determined on prosecuting the war,
and continued the investure of the fort, for
six weeks.

• These prolonged talks led to the fort’s
provisions being diminished. If not
replenished they would have to abandon the
fort.
• A friendly Delaware Indian, named John
Thompson, was sent to the fort saying they
wanted peace and were willing to enter into a
negotiation, if the Commander would send
them a barrel of flour and some tobacco.
• Scarce as the items were in the garrison, Col.
Gibson complied with their request, hoping
for peace.
• Upon receiving the requested items, the
Indians marched their army off, although
they did not fulfill their promise of entering
into a treaty.
• There had been much sickness in the
garrison, believing the Indians to have
departed, Col Clarke was sent out with 15
men to escort the invalids to Fort McIntosh.
• A short distance from the fort, they were
attacked by some Indians, only Col Clarke
and three others made it back to the fort, the
rest were killed.
• Col Gibson immediately marched out with a
greater party, but the Indians retreated. The
dead were brought in a given proper burial
with the honors of war, in front of the fort
gate.
• In a few days, Gen. McIntosh arrived with a
consid-erable body of troops and a supply of
provisions.
• As they approached the fort, a salute was
fired by the garrison, which alarming the
pack horses, causing them to break loose and
scatter the greater part of the flour in every
direction through the woods, so that it was
impossible to reclaim.
• McIntosh withdrew from the country and
returned to Fort McIntosh, leaving Maj.
Vernon in charge.
• The following fall the fort was entirely
evacuated.
• Lachlan McIntosh (March 17, 1725 –
February 20, 1806) was a Scottish American
military and political leader during
the American Revolution and the early
United States. In a 1777 duel, he fatally
shot Button Gwinnett, a signer of
the Declaration of Independence.
•

Lachlan McIntosh was
born near Raits,
Badenoch, Scotland.
McIntosh's father, John
Mòr McIntosh, moved the
family to Georgia in 1736
with a group of
100 Scottish settlers; they
founded the town of New
Inverness (which was
later renamed Darien) at the mouth of
the Altamaha River. John McIntosh led the
colonists as they carved out the new settlement
from dense forest. The dangers of frontier life
were brought home to Lachlan in 1737 when his
younger brother Lewis McIntosh was killed by
an alligator while swimming in the river.
• After his father's death, McIntosh was sent to
the Bethesda Orphanage in Savannah under the
care of the noted evangelist George Whitefield.
His elder brother, Colonel William McIntosh,
served under Oglethorpe and helped to repulse a
Spanish invasion of the colony. Lachlan spent two
years at the orphanage before traveling to Fort
Frederica to serve as a military cadet. During this
time, the Jacobite Rebellion broke out in Scotland.
Lachlan and his brother William planned to travel
to Scotland and join the rebellion, but
General James Oglethorpe, who had become a
friend and mentor to the young McIntosh,
convinced them to remain in Georgia.
• By 1770, McIntosh had become a leader in the
independence movement in Georgia. In January
1775 he helped organize the Provincial Congress
from the Darien District of St. Andrew Parish. On
January 7, 1776, McIntosh was commissioned as
a colonel in the Georgia Militia. He raised the 1st
Georgia Regiment of the Georgia Line, organized
the defense of Savannah, and helped repel a
British assault at the Battle of the Rice Boats in
the Savannah River. He was promoted to the rank
of brigadier general in the Continental Army,
charged with defense of Georgia's southern flank
from British incursions from Florida, by then a
British possession. On October 22, 1776, McIntosh
ordered his brother William to construct a fort on
the Satilla River to protect Georgia from Florida. It
was named Fort McIntosh.
• He restored order along the frontier and
conceived a plan to attack the British stronghold
of Fort Detroit. He established several new forts
including Fort Laurens.

• CH 12 CHRONICLES OF BORDER WARFARE
WITHERS
• In Northern Western Virginia, the frequent
inroads of small parties of savages in 1778, led to
greater preparations for security, from renewed
hostilities after the winter passed.
• As many others had done, the settlement on
Hacker’s Creek was entirely broken up in the
spring of 1779.
• Others, instead of going east, went to the fort on
Buch‐anon and to Nutter’s Fort, near Clarksburg to
assist them in repelling the foe.
• Near Pricket’s Fort, the inhabitants became
alarmed, believing Indians were near. Their fear
was unfounded.
• David Morgan (a relative of Gen. Daniel Morgan)
near the age of 60, was unwell. He sent his son
Stephen (16 yrs) and daughter Sarah (14 yrs) to
feed the cattle at his farm about a mile from the
fort. He was unaware that they took some bread
and meat, intending to some needed work at the
farm in addition to feeding the cattle.
• David, not feeling well, retired to bed, fell asleep
and dreamed he saw his children walking about
the fort scalped. He arose and inquired if his
children had returned.
• They had not. Thus he took his gun and went to
check on them.
• As he came over the hill, he could see over his
farm, spotting his children. Being fatigued, he sat
down on a log.
• In a few minutes, he saw two Indians come out
from the house and make toward his children.
• He screamed at his children to run toward the
fort. He remained seated upon the log.
• The Indians let out a war cry, and run in pursuit
but the old gentleman shewing himself at that
instant, caused htem to forbear the chase, and
shelter themselves behind some trees.
• As he chose to run the Indians pursued him.
• Unable to escape, he wheeled and fired. The
Indians sprang behind trees, allowing the old man
to make it another 20 yards to a large oak.
• They Indians came closer, trying to conceal
themselves. But the old man was able to shoot
one, and the savage, being hit, rolled over and
stabbed himself twice in the chest.
• Morgan again took to flight. Within another 60
yards the Indian, gaining ground, shot at him.
• Using his empty gun as a pole dodged the shot.
• As he came over the hill, he could see over his
farm, spotting his children. Being fatigued, he sat
down on a log.

• In a few minutes, he saw two Indians come out
from the house and make toward his children.
• He screamed at his children to run toward the
fort. He remained seated upon the log.
• The Indians let out a war cry, and run in pursuit
but the old gentleman shewing himself at that
instant, caused htem to forbear the chase, and
shelter themselves behind some trees.
• As he chose to run the Indians pursued him.
• Unable to escape, he wheeled and fired. The
Indians sprang behind trees, allowing the old man
to make it another 20 yards to a large oak.
• They Indians came closer, trying to conceal
themselves. But the old man was able to shoot
one, and the savage, being hit, rolled over and
stabbed himself twice in the chest.
• Morgan again took to flight. Within another 60
yards the Indian, gaining ground, shot at him.
• Using his empty gun as a pole dodged the shot.
• The alarm caused folk to move into Pricket’s fort
for safety. Three families gathered at Mr.
Bozarth’s thinking they would be in less danger
together than at their individual homes.
• About the first of April, when only Mr. Bozarth
and two men were in the house, the children, who
had been out playing, came running into the yard
yelling, “ugly red men coming.”
• One man went to the door to see if Indians were
really coming and received a glancing shot on his
breast, causing him to fall back inside.
• The Indian who shot immediately sprang inside
grappling with the other white man, who was
guickley thrown onto the bed. Mrs. Bozarth seized
an axe and with one blow let out the brains of the
prostrate savage.
• In an instant , a second Indian entered the door,
shot the white man, Mrs. Bozarth turned on him
with the axe, letting out his entrails, causing him
to bawl out for help.
• Others, engaged with the children in the yard,
began to come the his relief.
• The first who thrust his head in at the door, had it
cleft by the axe and fell lifeless on the ground.
Another, catching hold of his wounded, bawling
companion, drew him out of the house. The door
was closed and fastened.
• The children in the yard were all killed. But Mrs.
Bozarth and the one white man that had not died,
were able to remain safe until they were relieved
by a party from the neighboring settlement. This
whole affair lasted about three minutes. Mrs.
Bozarth had killed three Indians.

• Later, the surviving Indians spoke of her fighting
spirit……
• On 11th of same month, 5 Indians came to a house
on Snowy Creek (Preston County) where James
Brain and Richard Powell lived. They remained in
ambush during the night.
• In early morning, ten to twelve men, issuing from
the house with guns, deterred the Indians from
making their meditated attack. The men were
travelers, and resumed their journey, unknown to
the savages. When Mr. Brain and Mr. Powell’s
sons went to their day’s work carrying clap‐
boards, they were heard by the Indians, who
changed their position and concealed themselves
beside the path. They fired and Brain fell.
• He was tomahawked and scalped, while others
caught the son as he was attempting to escape.
• Three other boys were out of sight, and hearing
the gun fire thought it was a deer hunter. Three
Indians came running toward them, bearing their
guns in one hand and tomahawks in the other.
• One boy was so terrified he could not move, and
was immediately made prisoner. Second was
soon caught, but the third, finding himself out of
sight ran to one side and concealed himself in a
bunch of alders, remaining there as one of the
Indians ran past. They boy jumped up and ran in a
different direction effecting an escape.
• The two prisoners were brought together, one of
whom had but one eye. He was stripped naked,
tomahawked, speared through, and scalped.
• The one who escaped, proceeded some 8 miles to
a station and told what had happened.
• A party of men equipped themselves and went
immediately to retaliate. But the Indians had
hastened homeward, not to be found…
• One of the little captives, Benjamin Brain, was
asked by his captures, ‘how far from the house is
the nearest fort’? He replied, “Two miles.”
although he knew is was eight. Again they asked,
‘how many men were at the house’ and he replied
“Twelve.” The young man’s motives were to save
his mother and the other women and children
from captivity and/or death. The Indians departed
in a great hurry, taking their two prisoners,
Benjamin and Isaac Brain.
• Soon after this, a part of Indians came into the
Buchannon settlement and made prisoner,
Leonard Scoolcraft, a youth of 16, who had been
sent from the fort on some business.
• He was forced to run the gauntlet. Being active
and athletic, he availed, frequently knocking down
those near him, much to the amusement of the
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warriors. It is believed that he later became a
guide to the Indians.
In June, at Martin’s fort on Crooked Run, another
murderous scene was exhibited by the savages.
Women were milking cows outside the fort and
the men had left for the fields, when the Indians
rushed forward and killed and made prisoners of
then men, still at the fort. James Stuart, James
Smally and Peter Course, were the only persons
that died.
John Shiver and his wife, two sons of Stuart, two
sons of Smally and a son of Course, were carried
into captivity by 13 Indians.
In August, 2 daughters of Cpt. David Scott of Pike
Run, were taking dinner to the mowers, when
captured by the Indians. The younger was killed
on the spot, but the older was taken some
distance further, but was eventually found half
eaten and mutilated by animals.
In Sep. Nathaniel Davisson and his brother, being
on a hunting expedition up Ten Mile, left their
camp early on the morning intending to return
home. The two got separated but continued
toward home. Nathaniel made it home and a
party went out searching for his brother with no
avail. The following March his body was
discovered shot and scalped.
On Tygarts Valley, who had not been visited by
the Indians in 1778, was heard harrowing yells;
the inhabitants kept in fearful apprehension. In
Oct. a party lying in ambush fired ay Lt. John
White, he was shot, tomahawked and scalped.
The last mischief was perpetrated at house of
Samuel Cottrail near Clarksburg. During the night,
fear was excited at both Cottrial’s and Sotha
Hickman’s on both sides of Elk Creek. The dogs
kept barking, the Indian were near, and Cottrial,
on going to bed, secured the doors and told
everyone not to go outside in the morning until
they were sure there was no danger.
Shortly before daylight, Cottrial being fast asleep,
Moses Coleman, who lived with him, got up,
shelled some corn, and giving a few ears to
Cottrial’s nephew told him to go feed the pigs.
Moses went to the hand mill in an out house. The
little boy, being squatted down shelling the corn
for the pigs, found himself suddenly drawn on his
back and as Indian standing over him, ordering
him to lie there. The Indian turned and shot
Coleman and scalped him. The little boy jumped
up and ran to the house. When the Indian tried to
break in, Cottrail fired through the door at him,
and he ran away. Cottrail ascended the loft to see
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if any others were about. The escaping Indian was
too far to shot, but Cottrail fired and yelled loudly,
giving notice to his neighbors of pending danger.
The severity of the following winter put a
momentary stop to savage inroad, and gave to the
inhabitants an interval of quiet and peace.
Hostilities were resumed in the spring with acts of
murder and devastation. The Indians were intent
upon exterminating the settlers.
To this end, a joint effort was made by the British
commandant at Detroit and the Indian Chiefs nort
west of the Ohio, to clear the frontier from Detroit
south to include Kentucky. Most of their target
was North Western Virginia.
The army destined to operate against Kentucky,
consisted of 600 Indians and Canadians, under the
command of Col. Byrd (a British officer).
The want of roads prevented the transport of
cannons. The cannons were too heavy for water
transport.
While troops were getting ready, the settlements
of North Western Virginia were not free from
invasion. Small parties of Indians took advantage
of unguarded moments, killing and plundering.
In March 1780, Thomas Lackey discovered some
moccasin tracks near the upper end of Tygart’s
Valley.
Alarmed by these circumstances, he went to
Hadden’s fort and informed them of pending
danger. No one heeded his warning.
The next day, Jacob Warwick, William Warwick
and others from Greenbrier were about to head
home. Unapprehensive of danger, the proceeded
carelessly.
They were suddenly attacked near where the
mocason tracks had been seen. Those on
horseback got away, but those on foot were less
fortunate.
The Indians occupied the pass both above and
below.
Some tried to swim the river but lost their lives.
John McLain was killed about 30 yards from the
hill, James Ralston and James Crouch was
wounded as they reached the summit and John
Nelson, successfully got across the river and
escaped down river. But being met by a stout
warrior, he too was killed.
Soon after this, the family of John Gibson, was
surprised at their sugar camp on Valley River and
made prisoners. Mrs. Gibson, being too weak to
travel was tomahawked and scalped in front of
her children.

• West’s fort on Hacker’s Creek, was also visited by
savages in the early part of 1780. Due to hostilities
endured in 1778, the inhabitants had deserted
their homes. A few, unwilling to give up their
improve‐ments returned during the winter and
moved into the fort as spring arrived.
• Soon the savages made their appearance, and
con‐tinued to make observance of the fort. Too
weak to sally out and give them battle, the
inhabitants were almost reduced to despair, when
Jesse Hughs decided to sneak out under darkness
and rand with speed to the Buchannon Fort. He
prevailed a party of men to go rescue those he had
left behind.
• They arrived before daylight, and it was thought
advisable to abandon the place and remove to
Buchannon. On their way, the Indians used every
artifice to separate the party, but in vain.
• Savages visited Cheat River in the spring coming to
the house of John Sims who was recovering from
small pox, when the Indians saw him the retreated
rapidly yelling “Small Pox, Small Pox”.
• CH 13 CHRONICLES OF BORDER WARFARE
WITHERS
• Early in June 1780, preparation had been made by
the Indians and Canadian forces destined to
invade Kentucky.
• Louisville was were the first attack was to be
made.
• Stationed there with a small garrison was the hero
of Kaskasias and St. Vincent, Col. George Clarke. It
was his assignment to intercept passage of war
parties into the interior. He had recently been
reinforced by 150 Virginia soldiers under Col.
Slaughter.
• Stung by the boldness and success of Clarke’s
adventure, and fearing the effect which it might
have on Indian allies, the Canadians were
determined to achieve victory over him.
• Col. Byrd’s combined army of Canadians and
Indians amounted to 1000 men. On June 22nd, Col.
Byrd fired his cannon at a station commanded by
Cpt. Ruddle, who consent4ed to surrender,
provided the prisoners would be under British
control and not the Indians. Byrd replied that he
could not control his Indians. He proceeded to
sack the fort and the prisoners and plunder was
divided.
• This achievement excited the thirst of the Indians
for more.
• After Ruddle’s station the army moved on to
Marin’s station only five miles distant. Byrd
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refused to attack until the Chiefs would consent
that the prisoners would be solely under him.
They at length consented, provided the plunder
would be theirs. Upon this they march forward.
Not satisfied with the plundering of Ruddle’s and
Martin’s stations, their rapacity prompted them to
insist on going against Bryant’s and Lexington.
Prudence forbade it. The water were subsiding,
and the fall of the Licking River, rendered it
impracticable to convey their artillery to the Ohio.
Col. Byrd returned to the boars and took his
artillery and troops down river, while the Indians
and their plunder moved across the country.
The Indians crossed the Ohio at the mouth of trhe
Licking and separted into small parties. The
Canadians descended Licking to the Ohio and to
the mouth of the Great Miami and made their way
by land to Detroit.
The Indian army destined to operate against North
Western Virginia, was to enter the country in two
divisions of 150 warriors each. One group crossed
just below Wheeling and the other at the mouth
of Racoon, about 60 miles farther up. They both
avoided larger forts and proceeded directly to
Washington, then known at Catfishtown.
The division crossing below Wheeling, was soon
discovered by scouts, who giving the alarm,
caused most of the inhabitants of the more
proximate settlements, to fly immediately to that
place, supposing that an attack was meditated on
it.
The Indians however, proceeded on the way to
Washington making prisoners of many, who,
although apprized that an enemy was in the
country, yet feeling secure in their distance from
what was expected to be the theatre of
operations, neglected to use the precaution
necessary to guard them against becoming
captives to the savages.
From all the prisoners, they learned the same
thing, the inhabitants had all gone to Wheeling.
The intelligence alarmed them.
The chiefs held a council deciding, instead of going
to Washington, they would return to Ohio before
the whites were organized for battle.
Infuriated at loosing their hopes of blood and spoil
they decided to murder all male prisoners.
The unfortunate victims to their savage wrath,
were led forth with their hands pinned behind
them. A rope was fastened about their necks and
each bound to a tree preventing any movement.

• The tomahawk and scalping knife were next
drawn from their belts, and the horrid purpose of
these preparations, fully consummated.
• Barbarities such as these, had considerable
influence on the temper and disposition of the
inhabitants of th3e country. They gave birth to a
vindictive feeling in many. They served too, to
arouse great exertion, to subdue the savage fore
in justifiable warfare.
• As soon as the Indian forces retreated across the
Ohio, preparations were began for acting
offensively against them.
• An expedition was organized against the towns at
the forks of the Muskingum by Col’s Zane, Shepard
and Broadhead. Before their plans could be put
into effect, it was deemed advisable to proceed
against the Munsie towns, up the Alleghany River.
• As the army arrived at Salem (a Moravian town)
many wanted to go forward and destroy it. But
since none of the Indians living there had ever
participated in the murderous deeds, the officers
repressed their desires.
• At White Eyes plain, near their destination, an
Indian was discovered and made prisoner. Two
others were seen nearby and fired at, only one
being hit.
• Fearing discovery, Col. Broadhead moved rapidly
forward amidst of heavy rain, to reach Coshocton.
• Approaching the town, they being ignorant of the
danger, all were made prisoners without firing any
gun.
• Then the crops nearby were all laid to waste, not
out of revenge, but as a politic expedient, to
prevent the accomplishment of their horrid
purposes and to lessen the frequency of their
incursions. Without crops the Indian will be
forced to hunt more, taking away their time for
any hostilities.
• It was necessary to dispose of the prisoners. A
council was held determining 16 warriors who
were considered most deserving of retributive
justice. They were taken from town and killed
with a tomahawk and spear, then scalped. The
others were sent to Fort Pitt.
• Those taking the prisoners to Ft Pitt having gone
about a half mile began murdering the captives. In
a short space of time, a few woman and children
alone remained alive. These were taken to Ft. Pitt.
And later exchanged for white captives.
• Even with the fact that the Indian did not observe
the rules of war, the horrid action toward these
prisoners challenged was is allowable among
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civilized men. It evidenced a total disregard of the
authority. They had acted contrary to command.
On August 2nd Gen Clarke took up the line of
march from the place where Cincinnati now
stands at the head of nine hundred and seventy
men. They arrived on the 6th , the town was
abandoned and many houses burned. However,
several hundred acres of corn were growing
about.
The army then moved toward the Piqua Towns, 12
miles further, and with a view to aly waste every
thing around.
Before going very far, a heavy rain and thunder
storm forced them to encamp.
In the afternoon of the next day, they were in
sight of Piqua, where they were attacked by
Indians concealed in high weeds.
Col. Logan, with 400 men, was ordered to file off,
march up stream to the east and occupy a position
from which to intercept the savages. Another
division was posted on the opposite side of the
river, while Gen Clarke was to advance directly
upon the town.
The Indians seemed to comprehend every move
and strategy. However, they were forced to flee
the town.
On reaching the houses, a Frenchman was
discovered hiding in one of them. From him, it was
learned that the Indians had been apprized of Gen
Clarke’s intentions, by one of Col Logan’s men,
who had deserted.
Thus forewarned, they were able to watch all the
movements of the army and avoid some of the
entanglements. When combat was at its worse,
Girty drew off 300 warriors, “useless to fight
fools” he said.
Here over 500 acres of crops were destroyed.
Unfortunate, a nephew of Gen Clarke’s, who had
some time before been made captive, was at
Piqua during the action. He was too closely
guarded to escape. But as the victory approached
he was left more at liberty. As he sought to join
his friends, he was mistaken for a savage and shot
Notwithstanding their success, the savages con‐
tinued to commit depredations on the frontier.
In Kentucky and North Western Virginia, inhab‐
itants did not suffer much in 1781.
Early in March 1781, Indians invaded upper
branches of Monongahela. On the 5th they came
to the house of Cpt. John Thomas near Booth’s
Creek. As they approached his door, he was
singing “Go worship at Emanuel’s feet”. A gun was
fired at him and he fell. Mrs. Thomas pleaded for

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

mercy, in vain. The tomahawk took the lives of her
and his six children.
Elizabeth Juggins was visiting and hid under a bed
and escaped, being unobserved.
In April, Matthias, Simon and Michael Schoolcraft
left Buchannon Fort, going to the head of Stone
Coal Creek to catch pigeons. On return, they were
fired at killing Matthias and the other two
captured.
These were the last of he Schoolcraft family, 15 of
them had been killed or taken prisoners in just a
few years. It was believed that three of them
became warriors against the settlements.
The savages moved toward Cheat encountering
James Brown and Stephen Radcliff. Not being able
to kill or capture them, they changed course going
over Leading Creek and nearly destroying the
whole settlement.
Col Wilson immediately raised a company of men
and proceeded to Leading Creek finding the
houses destroyed without any inhabitants. On the
second day of pursuit, it was decided to return
home.
Word of these activities reached Clarksburg and
an alarm was sounded and warning was sent out.
Spies were dispatched and discovered savages on
the West Fork near Isaac’s Creek
Col Lowther collected a company of men and
came in view of the Indian encampment. Jesse
and Elias Hughs were left to watch, while the
remainder retired a small distance to refresh
themselves and prepare for a morning attack.
Before day, Col Lowther arranged his men in order
of attack, a general fire was poured in upon the
Indians. Five fell dead and the other fled leaving
their fires, all their shot bags and plunder and
their guns.
In consequence of information received from the
prisoners, Col Lowther deemed it prudent not to
pursue those fleeing but to reclaim the plunder
and catch the stolen horses.
There were some of the opinion that since the
Moravian Indians, though not part of the murders,
had shelter and protected the other Indians during
inclement weather; a spirit of hostility arose.
It was later discovered that the Moravian Indians
were suffering severely from ill treatment of those
very savages whom they helped, because of their
cooperation with the whites. Both charges were
probably, well founded.
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• The revengeful feelings towards Moravian Indians
gave rise to the expedition of 1781 under Col
Williamson.
• On the night after their liberation from Fort Pitt,
the family of a Mr. Monteur were all killed or
taken captive
• In the fall of 1781, an irruption was made in the
settle‐ment on Buffalo Creek with murders and
captives taken. One returning captive said that
those commit‐ting the aggression was headed by a
Moravian warrior.
• These circumstances confirmed for many in the
belief that the Moravians had not only sheltered
and fed the other savages, but also engaged
personally in the war of extermination.
• Events occurring towards the close of winter,
dispelled all doubt.
• On 8 Feb 1782, Henry Fink and son John, were
engaged sledding rails when several guns were
fired at them. The son fell dead while the old man
unharnessed the horse and galloped briskly away.
• Later that month, Indians invaded above
Wheeling, killing a Mr. Wallace and his family (5
children).
• In the North Western wilderness, between 300‐
400 Christian Indians had resided on the
Muskingum villages of Gnadenhutten, Salem and
Shoenbrun.
• The society to which they were members, had
been established in Pennsylvania in 1752. During
the French war they remained neutral rather than
“displease the Great Being”, who made men, not
to destroy men, but to love and assist each other.
• In 1769 they began making villages in North
Western wilderness, attaining a degree of
prosperity, their towns increased rapidly in
population.
• In the war of 1774, their tranquil and happy hours
were interrupted by reports of the ill intention of
the whites along the frontier and frequent acts of
annoyance by savage war parties.
• In spring of 1781, the principal war chief of the
Delawares apprised the missionaries and them, of
the danger which threatened them, as well from
the whites as the savages, advising them to
remove to a place where they would be exempt
for molestation by either.
• In the fall of 1781, they were removed to
Sandusky. But when their missionaries and
principal men were liberated by the governor of
Detroit, they obtained leave of the Wyandot
chiefs to return to the Muskingum area to get the
corn which had been left, avoiding starvation.

• About 150 of them, mostly women and children,
went thither for this purpose, when the second
expedition under Col. Williamson proceeded
against them.
• In March 1782, between 80‐90 men assembled for
the goal of destroying the Moravian towns. They
avowed to destroy the houses and laying waste to
the crops, in order to prevent the hostile Indians
for having shelter and provisions.
• They took up the march from the Mingo Bottom
and on the second night encamped within one
mile from the village of Gnadenhutten.
• Since the village was on both sides of the river, the
troops were divided and sent to both sides. One of
the advance saw and Indian and fired at him,
breaking his arm, another shot hit him and he
died.
• Upon arriving at the community, there was no
violence, offering to escort them safely to Fort Pitt
• A party of whites and Indians was dispatched to
Salem, to bring in those who were there. When all
were gathered together the Indians were under
guard in the houses.
• A council of war was held to determine the fate of
the prisoners. Col. Williams having been censured
for his niceties the year before, the officers felt
the decision should be left to the men. Only 16‐18
of the men stepped forward to save the lives of
the prisoners, while all the rest were for
execution.
• Thus perished 96 of the Moravian Indians. Sixty‐
two were grown persons, one third women. There
were thirty‐four children.
• The Moravians sang hymns and prayed as they
awaited their execution, saying they had a firm
reliance on the Savior of men. Thus they were
passive and unresisting.
• Conflicts continued on the frontier, with marches
against Indian towns and savage raids upon the
settlements.
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• While expeditions were carrying on by the whites,
against the Moravian and other Indians, the
savages were prosecuting their accustomed
predatory and exterminating war, against several
of the settlements.
• On March 8th, William White, Timothy Dorman
and his wife, were going to the Buchannon Fort,
were fired upon.
• White shot in the hip fell from his horse and was t
omahawked, scalped and lacerated. Dorman and
his wife were taken captive.

• This event resulted in the abandonment of the
fort.
• While some were engaged in moving to a fort in
Tygart’s Valley, they were fired upon with Michael
Hagle and Elias Paynter falling. Jphn Bush made
his escape, while Edward Tanner, a mere youth
was taken prisoner.
• Some 20‐30 savages being lead by Timothy
Dorman proceeded to attack the fort. A few days
later some who went back to Buchannon for grain,
found the for in ashes and in one of the cabins for
a paper with the name of Timothy attached to it,
dated at the Indian towns, con‐taining information
on those who had been captured.
• The next morning the savages were seen crossing
the river, Dorman being with them.
• The Indians crossed the Alleghany mountains and
coming to the house of Mrs. Gregg, (Dorman’s
former master) made an attack on it. A daughter
of that gentleman, alone fell a victim to their thirst
for blood.
• After the murder of John Thomas and his family in
1781, the settlement on Booth’s Creek was
forsaken and its inhabitants moved to Simpson’s
Creek, for greater security.
• In spring, John Owens, with assistance of some
young men about Simpson’s creek, proceeded to
Booth’s Creek to thresh some wheat there.
• While there threshing, Indians in concealment
fired upon them, they all escaped back to
Simpson’s Creek. Upon returning, the found the
Indians gone having taken the horses that had
been left behind. They did find a trail that lead
across the West Fork at Shinnston.
• That same spring, Indians made appearance on
Crooked Run in Monongalia county. Mr. Thomas
Pindall, having been at Harrison’s Fort with many
others, prevailed on three young men to return to
his home and spend the night.
• Having gone to bed, the females waked Mr.
Pindall saying that they heard several whistles,
insisting that they immediately return to the fort.
The men heard nothing, believing the women has
just heard the wind blowing. The men rose in the
morning unapprehensive. The females, being
relieved of fear remained in bed. Mr. Pindall
walked to the woods to catch a horse, the young
men went to the spring to wash up. While thus
engaged three guns were fired at them and
Crawford and Wright were killed. Harrison fled
and got safely to the fort. The women sprang out
of bed and ran toward the fort being pursued by
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the Indians. Mrs. Pindall was overtaken and killed,
but Rachale Pindall escaped safely to the fort.
In June, some Indians came near to Clarksburg,
and not finding opportunity to kill or capture, the
came near to Charles Washburn’s home as he was
shopping a log. One ran to him and severed his
skull, scalped him and fled.
In August, Arnold and Paul Rirchards were re‐
turning to Richard’s Fortk they were shot at by
some Indians lying in a cornfield next to the fort.
They were immediately tomahawked and scalped.
They had been murdered in full view of the fort.
The gun fire drew the attention of those inside.
Elias Hughes, ever bold and daring, took his gun,
going out the back gate alone to avenge the
murder of his friends. Creeping softly along, he
came in view of them standing near the fence,
reloading their guns, and looking intently at the
people at the fort gate. Taking a deliberate aim at
one of them, he touched the trigger. His gun
flashed, and the Indians alarmed ran away.
On May 10th on Muddy Creek in Penn. Rev. John
Corbly and his family were on their way to church,
when attacked by a party of savages. The shrieks
of Mrs. Corbley and children drew the father to
the fatal spot. She called to him “to fly”. Knowing
it impossible for him to successfully succeed in any
rescue, he complied with her wish. Upon his
return with help, all hopes vanished.
In August 1782, there was a council convened at
Chilicothe, in which the Wyanhdots, Shawnee,
Mingoes, Taas, Pottowatomies and other tribes
were represented.
Girty and McKee, disgraces to human nature,
aided in their deliberations. The surrender of
Cornwallies, which had been studiously kept
secret from the Indians, was now known to them,
and the war between Great Britian and the United
States was coming to a close. Should a peace
ensue, they feared that the concentrated strength
of Virginia would bear down upon them and crush
them.
IN anticipation of these things, they had met to
deliberate
Girty addressed the council, reminding them of
the gradual encroachment of the whites. He point
out to them the necessity of greater efforts to
regain possession and warned them that if they
did not combine their strength, the whites w0uld
soon leave them no hunting grounds, and they
would have no means of procuring rum or
blankets to warm their bodies. His advice was well
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received and they determined to continue the
war.
Two divisions, one of 600 went to Kentucky, while
the other one of 350 went to North Western
Virginia.
In late August those in Kentucky, appeared at
Bryant’s station, south of Licking River, and under
cover during the night, fired upon the station as
soon as its doors opened in the morning.
Few were occupying the station. William Bryant,
had been unfortunately discovered by some
Indians near the mouth of Cane Run and killed.
His death had caused many from North Carolina to
forsake the station. Emigrants from Virginia had
recently arrived, among them was Robert Johnson
(the father of Richard M. Johnson).
Those at the station were careless and inattentive
to its own defense. Had the Indians waited just a
few hours, that station would have been totally
defenseless. The gun fire alarmed all those around
giving the inhabitants time to respond.
The Indian used their normal strategy: beginning
their attack on the south‐east by 100, while the
remaining 500 were concealed on opposite side.
Knowing that the Indians were near the spring,
the women were sent to get water for the
garrison. The Indians did fire upon them.
Thirteen men were sent from the station directly
toward the frontal attack. Instantly the savages
rushed what they thought was unprotected side. A
steady, well directed fire put the quickly to flight.
A few came close enough to torch the houses, but
as favorable wind drove the flames from the mass
of building, the station escaping destruction.
Disappointed, the assailants withdrew a short
distance.
When the express form Bryant’s station reached
Lexing‐ton, the male inhabitants left there to
defend Holder’s station which was also under
attack. The overtook the assailants at
Boonesborough and 16 on horse and 30 on foot
went on to Bryant’s station.
As they came near to Bryant’s station, they were
fired upon from concealment. The horsemen
passed safely, however the footmen were less
fortunate. Two of them were killed and four
wounded. But the cornfield supplied enough cover
for the majority to defend the station.
The savages became hopeless of success and
resorted to another strategy. Simon Geirty
mounted a stump and told the inhabitant that a
cannon was on the way and if they surrendered he
would protect them from death.

• A young man named Reynolds replied, that he
“knew him well, and held him in such contempt,
that he had name a worthless dog which he had
SIMON GIRTY; and that his threats of reinforce‐
ments and cannon were not believed.”
• Girty retired, and during the night, the main body
of he Indian army marched off, leaving a few
warriors to keep up and occasional firing.
• Shortly after their retreat, 160 men from
Lexington, Harrodsburg and Boonesborough
assembled at Bryant’s station and pursued the
assailants. Had they waited, Col. Logan was gather
additional forces with a burning desire to chastise
the savages. Instead, the smaller group marched
off.
• The Indians had no wish to retire and avoid the
whites. The trail they left was viewed by the
experienced eye of Daniel Boone who concluded
the Indians were only concealing the full numver
and in reality tempting their pursuit
• When troops arrived at Lower Blue Licks, they saw
the only Indians, which had met their eye on the
route. These were slowly ascending the ridge on
the opposite side of the river. As Boone was
consulted, he advised that the savage force was
much greater than perceived, and that the Indians
were in ambush in the ravines.
• He suggested dividing the force into two groups,
one marching up the river and cross at the mouth
of Elk Creek. The other group should take position
below for the purpose of co‐operating whenever
occasion might require
• The officers generally were for Boone’s idea, but
Maj. McGary, remarkable for impetuosity,
exclaimed; “Let all who are not cowards, follow
me.” spurred his horse into the river. There was
no order, no arrangement, no unity. Each person
was to follow his own counsel. They moved
towards the sheltered ravines and wooded
ground, where Boone predicted the savages hid.
The event justified the prediction, and showed the
wisdom of Boone’s counsel.
• Girty, advanced with a chosen band of warriors,
with fierceness upon the whites. The Indians had
great advant‐age in numbers and position. The
whites disunity also gave them an advantage.
• The Indians were able to bring a scene of blood
and carnage. Many were killed on the bank, others
killed trying to swim to safety.
• Of the 176 whites, 61 were killed and 8 taken
prisoners. Col. Todd and Trigg, Maj. Harland and
Bulger, Cpt. Cordon, McBride and a son of Daniel
Boone were among those who fell.

• A most noble and generous act, performed by the
whites, deserves to be forever remembered.
• While escaping, Reynolds seeing Col Robert
Patters, unhorsed and considerably disabled by his
wounds, trying to reach the river, sprang from his
saddle and assisted Patters onto the horse,
enabling the veteran officer to escape. However,
he was taken prisoner by three Indians, but later
escaped.
• The battle of Blue Licks was fought on August 19th
• The next day, Col Logan, with 300 men, met the
remnant of the troops retreat to Bryant’s station,
learning of the fatal result of the contest, hurried
on to bury the dead and avenge the dead.
• On arrival, not an Indian was to be seen.
• In September, Gen. Clarke with nearly 1000 men
began an expedition against the Indian towns.
Being discovered the savages deserted their
villages and fled. The towns were burned.
• Those Indians who were to operate against North
Western Virginia, for some time delayed their
purpose. They were waiting for those from
Kentucky to join them. Then there was
controversy as to where to directed their
operations. Several chiefs decided to abandoned
the expedition, but when news of the Kentucky
victory was received they renewed their
commitment and headed toward Wheeling.
• John Lynn (a celebrated spy who had been with
Cpt Foreman at Grave Creek) being engaged in
watching the warriors paths, discovered the
Indians marching toward Wheeling. Hastening to
ward the inhabitants, swam the river and reached
the village just before the Indian army arrived. The
fort was without any garrison.
• The brief time between the warning and the
arrival, permitted only those present to retire
inside as the attack begun. There were only 20
men to oppose the assault.
• 40 yards from the fort was the residence of Col.
Ebenezer Zane, which contained most of the arms
and ammunition.
• In the home of Col Zane were also, Andrew Scott,
George Green, Mrs. Zane, Molly Scott and Miss
McCullough. In the kitchen was Sam (a negro
belonging to Col. Zane) and Kate, his wife.
• When the savage army approached, they flew the
British colors, and demanded the surrender of the
garrison. Their demand was answered by several
shots by order of Silas Zane. The savages rushed to
the assault. A well aimed and brisk fire opened
upon them from Col. Zane’s house and fort,
driving them back.

• Again the rushed and again repulsed. The women
stayed busy molding bullets, loading guns and
handing them to the men to fire.
• As darkness fell, the attacks were suspended. Due
to the heavy fire poured from the house, it was
decided to reduce it to ashes. A savage, with a
firebrand in his hand crawled to the kitchen, and
raising from the ground to wave his torch to full
flame and was shot forcing him the let go of the
engine of destruction. The vigilance of Sam had
detected him and thwarted his purpose.
• The next day, a small boat from Fort Pitt was going
to the Falls of Ohio with cannon balls, put to shore
at Wheeling. The fell into the hands of the Indians
who decided to use the cannon balls against the
fort. They took a log of which they deemed correct
size, bound it with chains to the ground and aimed
it at the fort. Loaded it, charged it heavily and the
match was applied.
• A dreadful explosion ensued. The cannon burst; its
slivers flew in every direction. Instead of harming
the fort, it was the source of injury only to
themselves. Several were killed and many others
wounded.
• Furious from disappointment, they pressed to the
assault with the blindness of frenzy. Again, they
were forced to retire.
• For the next two days the Indians maintained the
siege, but on the third night they began leaving.
Staying behind were 100 warrior to scour and lay
waste the country.
• Some time in the summer, a party of Wyandots,
consisting of seven warriors came into one of the
intermediate settlements between Fort Pitt and
Wheeling, killed an old man, robbed his cabin, and
began leaving with plunder.
• They were discovered and eight men went in
pursuit. Coming to their trail near the Ohio, Adam
Poe, fearing an ambuscade, left the others and
followed the trail. Presently he saw an Indian raft
at the water’s edge, but no savages. He moved
closer and discovered the large Wyandot chief and
a small Indian standing near watching a party of
whites.
• Poe raised his gun, pulled the trigger and it miss
fired, betraying his presence. He sprang forward
seizing the large Indian by the breast and grabbing
the neck of the smaller one, threw them both to
the ground.
• The smaller one got free and raised his tomahawk
but received a well directed kick, knocking the
hatchet to the ground. Letting go of the chief, Poe
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picked up his gun shooting his foe as he came a
third time with tomahawk in hand.
The chief regained his feet and seizing Poe by the
shoulder got into a grapple, together falling into
the river. Now each tried to drown the other, with
Poe heading to shore, the Chief swam away.
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The treaty of peace between United States and
Great Britian, did not put an end to the Indian
hostilities.
In North Western Virginia the war continued
against its inhabitants, but it became a war of
plunder, rather than blood. In Kentucky it was
otherwise.
The General Assembly of Virginia, at the close of
the revolution, passed an act for surveying the
land set apart for her officers and soldiers, south
of Green River.
When the surveyors arrived they found the area
occupied by the savages and acts of hostilities
immediately ensued.
In December 1783, the Legislature passed an act
appropri‐ating the country between the Scioto
and Miami Rivers for the officers and soldiers. This
lead to a confederacy of many tribes of Indians.
In November 1784, Gov. Benjamin Harrison,
postponed the surveys and in January 1785, the
new governor Patrick Henry commanded the
surveyors to desist and leave the country.
A treaty was soon concluded and the area was
ceded to the United States. For some time Norther
Western Virginia enjoyed almost uninterrupted
repose.
In 1785, six Indians came to Bingamon Creek (a
branch of West Fork) and made their appearance
upon a farm occupied by Thomas and Edward
Cunningham. Thomas ws on a trading visit east of
the mountain, and his wife and children were
collected in their room eating dinner. Suddenly, a
lusty savage entered, noticing he was exposed to a
fire from the neighboring house, closed the door,
appearing to seeking a way to escape.
Edward saw the savage enter the house. Fastening
his own door, he picked up his gun and through a
small aperture in the wall he took aim at the other
house. The Indian also notice a similar aperture
and took aim at Edward and shot and shouted the
yell of victory. Edward fired back and bark from
the logs hit the Indian in the face. Noticing an adze
in the room, he began cutting an exit at the rear of
the house.

• A second Indian entered the yard and seeing
Edwards protruding from the house and began to
run, but Edwards fired at him fracturing his thigh
bone.
• In October 1784, a party of Indians ascended
Sandy River coming to the settlement near
Tazewell court house is now located. Going first to
the house of a Mr. Davisson, they killed him and
his wife; and setting the house of fire, proceeded
towards the residence of James Moore, Sr.
• ON their way, they met Moore salting his horses
at a lick trough in the woods, and killed him. In the
house they found Mrs. More and her seven
children, and a Sally Ivens, they captured all there.
They headed for Ohio, but decided to expedite
their retreat killing John Jr. and the 3 children.
• In 1787 the Indians again visited the settlement on
Buffalo and as Levi Morgan was engaged in
skinning a wolf which he had just taken from his
trap he saw three of them; one riding a horse that
he recognized. He fired at them and one fell. He
grabbed his powder horn only to find that it had
spilled out. He fled and one of the savages took
after him.
• He tried to distract his pursuer by dropping his gun
and then he threw his shot pouch and coat to
tempt the Indian to delay. It was equally in vain.
Arriving at the summit of a hill they went up he
halted and cried out aloud “come on, come on;
here is one, make haste.” Again he shouted,
“shoot quick or he will be out of reach.” the
Indian retreated.
• In September 1787, a party of Indians were
discovered in the act of catching horses on the
West Fork near Clarksburg. A company of men led
by Col. Lowther, went in pursuit of them.
• On the third night, the Indians and whites,
unknown to each other, encamped not far apart
• ON the next morning Elias Hughes discovered the
fires of the Indians and he and his company fired
upon the camp. One Indian fell and the others
scattered. As one was escaping, he passed Col
Lowther, who fired at him as he ran.
• The horses and plunder were reclaimed, but as
started home, two guns were fired at them. John
Bonnet fell, being pierced through.
• On December 5th a party of Indians and one white
man (Leonard Schoolcraft) came into the
settlement on Hacker’s Creek. They happened to
come across Jesse Hughes and took her prisoner.
They came upon E. West Sr. and took him captive.
Eventually they arrived at Edmund West Jr. where
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Mrs. West, her 11 yr old sister and a lad of
twelve……
Forcing the door open, Schoolcraft and two of the
savages entered; Mrs. West was immediately
killed, The boy was taking corn from under the
bed, he was drawn out by the feet and the
tomahawk sank twice in his forehead, just above
the eye. The girl was standing behind the door,
trying to avoid a blow to the head the tomahawk
struck on the side of her neck. She feel as though
dead.
Thinking their work of death accomplished, they
took some milk, butter and bread, placed it on the
table, and sat down to eat. The girl laid still but
observing all that happened. Finishing their meal,
they got up scalped the woman and boy,
plundered the house, and departed, dragging the
girl by her hair some 40 to 50 yards from the
house. They threw her over a fence and scalped
her; but when she evidenced symptoms of life,
Schoolcraft said “that is not enough” and a knife
was thrust into her and she was left to die.
Fortunately the point of the knife came in contact
with a rib and did not injure her much.
In March 1789, two Indians came to the house of
Mr. Glass in the upper end of Ohio. They were
discovered by a Negro woman, who exclaimed,
“Here are Indians”
Mrs. Glass rose from her spinning wheel, ran to
the door, and was met by an Indian with his gun
presented. She laid hold of the muzzle and begged
to be taken prisoner. Two Indians entered the
house and went through a chest, and with no
further mischief left, taking with them Mrs. Glass
and her two year old son, and the Negro woman
and her two children.
As evening came they were just above Wellsburg
and descended in a canoe to the mouth of Rush
Run. They drew the canoe some distance up the
run and traveled one to two miles further in
before making camp.
Mr. Glass who had been working in the field when
his wife and family were taken came home and
began searching for his wife and others. Satisfied
that she had been taken by Indians, he went to
Well’s Fort and prevailed on ten men to
accompany him in quest of them. Early next day
they found where the canoe had been, with Mrs.
Glass’s shoe impression in the sand.
They found the canoe on Rush Run.
In August, five Indians on their way to settlement
on the Monongahela, met two men on Middle
Island Creek and killed them. They took their
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horses and continued to the house of William
Johnson on Ten Mile, making prisoner of Mrs.
Johnson and some children; plundered the house,
killed part of the stock, and taking with them one
of Johnson’s horses and returned to Ohio.
Upon returning home, Mr. Johnson went directly
to Clarksburg for assistance. A company of men
repaired with him immediately to where he had
discovered the trial. Following for about a mile,
the found four of the children lying dead in the
woods. They had been scalped and placed head to
head in the shape of a cross. The children were
buried and the pursuit was given over.
In the spring of 1790, the neighborhood of
Clarksburg was again visited by Indians in quest of
plunder, and stole several horses.
In April as Samuel Hull was engaged in ploughing a
field for Maj. Benjamin Robinson, he was
discovered by some Indians, shot, tomahawked,
and scalped. When he did not return home, his
wife went to the field finding the horses some
distance and the body of her husband.
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At the close of the war of revolution, many things
lead to a population growth in Kentucky. Her
ability to withstand Indian assaults grew rapidly.
Instead of full gaged war, the Indians preferred to
wage war in small parties, against detached
settlements and unprotected families.
Between the peace of 1783 and the defeat of Gen.
Harmer in 1790, Kentucky no less than 1,000
human beings were killed and taken prisoners.
When the Indians were pressed by a conquering
army, they would sue for peace, which they would
honor only as long as the army present.
In April 1785, some Indians hovering about Bear
Grass, met with Col. Christian and killed him.
In Oct. several families moving to the country
were attacked and defeated on Skegg’s Creek. Six
of the whites were killed and a number of the
others made prisoners, among whom were Mrs.
McClure and her infant. Becoming aware of
events, Cpt. Whitley collected 21 men and made
pursued the aggressors.
In ten days afterwards, another company of
movers, led by Mr. Moore, was attacked, and in
the skirmish which ensued, nine of their party
were killed.
Again Cpt. Whitley went in pursuit with 30 men.
On their 6th day of pursuit, they overtook twenty
mounted Indians, some of whom were clad in the
clothes of those they had slain; and who
dismounted and fled upon the first fire. Three of
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them however were killed, and eight scalps and all
the plunder were recovered.
In consequence of the many repeated aggressions
of the savages, an expedition was this fall
concerted against their town on the Wabash, to
be carried into immediate execution. An army of
1,000 men was soon assembled at Louisville and
placed under the command of Gen. Clarke, who
marched directly for the theatre of contemplated
operations, leaving the provisions and much of
their munitions to be transported in boats.
The men became dissatisfied and mutinous, and
Gen Clarke was reluctantly forced to return
without striking a blow.
When Gen. Clarke’s army marched from Louisville,
Col. Logan knew the Indian’s attention would be
drawn exclusively towards it, and other towns be
left exposed and defenseless. He raised troops and
pro‐ceded against the villages on the Great Miami,
and on the head waters of Mad River. In this
campaign he burned eight large towns, killed
twenty warriors and took between seventy and
eighty prisoners
Among those led by Col. Logan, was the late Gen.
Lyttle of Cincinnati, then but a youth of sixteen.
Gen Lyttle, some years before, had charged on
some savages being some distance in front of his
compan‐ions, when within fifty yards of the
retreating enemy, he dismounted, raising his gun
to fire, saw the warrior at who he was aiming,
hold out his hand in token of surrendering. Lyttle
cried out to the others, “They have surrendered,
don’t kill none who asked for quarters.” The one
surrendering was the head chief with his three
wives and children.
Upon return of Lyttle, Col Logan gave orders that
the prisoners must not be molested but placed
under guard for their security.
The beginning of 1786 witnessed treaties of peace
with all the neighboring tribes, but its progress
was marked by acts of general hostility. In 1787
the secretary of war ordered detachments of
troops to be stationed at various locations for the
protection of the frontier.
With all of this more whites began settling north
west of the Ohio River. One million and a half
acres of land in that area was designated as
military land.
A company, composed of officers and soldiers in
the war of revolutio0n, was formed in Boston in
March 1786 under the title of the “Ohio Company”

The Ohio
Company,
formally known as
the Ohio Company
of Virginia, was
a land speculation company
organized for
the settlement by
Virginians of the Ohio Country (approximately the present state of Ohio) and to
trade with the Native Americans.
• Formation
• Virginian explorers recognized the potential of the
Ohio region for colonization and moved to
capitalize on it, as well as to block French
expansion into the territory. In 1748, Thomas
Lee and brothers Lawrence and Augustine
Washington organized the Ohio Company to
represent the prospecting and trading interests of
Virginian investors.
• A colony to be called "Vandalia" was planned.
However, the outbreak of the American
Revolutionary War interrupted colonization and
nothing was accomplished. The company, based in
London, ceased operations in 1776.
• The Ohio Company of Associates was organized in
1786, composed largely of New England veterans
who had certificates for land from Congress for
their services during the Revolution.
• In the spring of 1788, Gen Rufus Putnam with 47
others from Mass., Rhode Island and Conn.
Erected a stockade fort for security against the
attacks of Indians.
• In the winter of 1786, Mr. Sites of Redstone visited
New York planning to purchase land between the
two Miamies for settlement. John Cleves Symmes,
a New Jersey representative, was solicited by
Sites, who purchased one million acres lying on
the Ohio between the Great and Little Miami.
Soon after, he sold to Matthias Denman and
others, that part of his purchase which forms the
present site of the city of Cincinnati. In the fall of
1789, families from New York, New Jersey, and
Redstone, descended the Ohio river to the mouth
of he Little Miami.
• As Indians were now more than ordinarily
troublesome, 40 soldiers under Leut. Kersey, were
ordered to join them for the defense of he
settlement. They erected at first a single
blockhouse, and after adding to it three others.
• In June 1789, Maj. Doughty with 140 regulars,
arrived opposite the outh of Licking, and put up
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four block houses and the erected Fort
Washington. Toward the close of the year, Gen
Harmar arrived with 300 regulars and occupied
the fort. Thus assured of safety, Israel Ludlow,
with 20 others moved and commenced building
cabins along the river and near the fort.
In 1790, a settlement was made at the forks of
Duck Creek, 20 miles up the Muskingam at the site
of Waterford, another 15 miles further up the
river at Big Bottom, and a third at Wolf Creek.
The formations of establishments north west of
the Ohio River, incited the savages to the commit
frequency enormities. While preparations were
being made for these establishments, detach‐
ments of regular troops at Fort Washington were
stationed at Duck Creek, Big Bottom, Wolf Creek.
On the last day of Sep. 1790, the army consisted of
1,443 men marched forward and on the 17th of
October reached the Great Miami village. It was
entirelhy deserted and all buildings in flames.
Marching another 6 miles, they were attacked by
a body of Indians concealed in the thickets. The
conflict was short but bloody. The regular troops
over powered by numbers were literally cut to
pieces; and only seven of them made their escape
and rejoined the main army at the Great Miami
town.
The settlements recently made in Ohio continued
on the most friendly terms with the Indians. But
on the part of the savages, the friendship had only
been feigned, to lull the whites into a ruinous
security. Later, they too were made to feel the
bitterness of savage enmity.
On January 24, 1791, a party of Indians came to
the Big Bottom, and commenced an indiscriminate
murder of the Inhabitants; fourteen were killed
and five taken prisoners.
The settlement at Wolf’s Creek escaped a similar
fate, by being apprized of the destruction of Big
Bottom.
On April 24th, John Bush, having sent his two
children to drive up the cattle, became alarmed by
their screams, and taking down his gun, was,
proceeding to learn the cause of it, when he was
met at the door by an Indian, who caught hold of
the gun, forced it from his grasp and shot him with
it. Mrs. Bush ran to her husband, and with an axe
aimed a blow at the Indian with such force it
fastened itself in his shoulder. When he jumped
back she was able to pull her husband inside and
secure the door.
Other Indians had arrived and endeavored to
enter. One savage observed an aperture between
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the logs, thrusting a gun thro’, Mrs Bush took
another axe striking the muzzle.
The barrel made a ‘ring.’ and the savage yelled,
“Darn you”. At this time the Indians heard the
voices of a party of whites coming upon them.
It was Adam Bush, who living close by and hearing
the screams of the children and the firing of the
gun, had set off to investigate, taking his dogs
with him. This caused the savages to depart.
A company of men were soon collected and went
in pursuit of the Indians, but were unable to
surprise them and regain the prisoners.
In May, as John McIntire and his wife were return‐
ing from a visit, passed through the yard of Uriah
Ashcraft; and in a small space of time after, Mr.
Ashcraft started bvy the sudden growling and
springing up of one of his dogs stepped quickly to
the door to see what had aroused him. He had
barely reached the door, when he spied an Indian
with his gun presented. Closing and making fast
the door, he ascended the stairs to get a better
view, discovering other Indians in his yard. He
raised a loud shout to alert his neighbors that he
was surrounded by danger.
Upon this the Indians moved off; and three
brothers of McIntire coming to his relief, they all
pursued the trail of the savages. About a mile
from Ashcraft’s they found the body of John
McIntire, tomahawked, scalped &stripped.
Concluding that Mrs. McIntire was taken prisoner.
The Indians made their escape but Mrs. McIntire
was killed.
Towards the last of June, another party of Indians
invaded the settlement on Dunkard Creek in
Monongalia County. Early in the morning, as Mr.
Clegg, Mr. Hand‐sucker and his two sons were
engaged at work in the cornfield near the house,
they were shot at by some concealed savages.
Handsucker was wounded and soon overtaken.
Clegg and the boys ran towards the house.
The boys passed the house, but were taken by
some of the savages who were also concealed in
the direction they ran Taking Mrs. Handsucker and
her infant captive, they plunder the house and set
it on fire.
In the month of September Nicholas Carpenter set
off to Marietta with a drove of cattle to sell; and
when within a few miles of the Ohio River,
encamped for the night. In the early morning, he
and the drovers were alarmed by a discharge of
guns, killing one and wounding another.
Only one of the party survived. It was afterwards
ascertained that the Indians had crossed the Ohio
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near the Little Kenhawa, where they took a Negro
belonging to Cpt James Neal, and continuing on
discovered the trail made by Carpenter’s cattle.
After the defeat of Gen Harmer, the terrors and
annoyance from the Indian hostilities, continued
to harass Kentucky.
On the 3rd of Nov. Gen St Clair encamped near the
Great Miami village. He proposed to march in the
morning directly to its attack. Understanding that
the Indians were collected in great force, About
half an hour before sun rise, an attack by the
Indians began on the rear line The militia gave
way and retreated. The confusion was great.
After first fire, the Indians rushed forward, until
checked by the front line. The weight of the
enemy bring brought to bear the men were driven
with great slaughter The enemy took advantage of
the confusion. But Col Drake succeeded in driving
back the Indians 300 to 400 yards. But the Indians
rallied and the troops gave way.
Butler and Clarke’s battalions entered the camp by
the left bank with great effect and repeated
several times with great success. But in each
charge there were many killed. It was impossible
to sustain the conflict and a retreat was sounded.
Great was the havoc done by the Indians in this
engagement. Of the 1,200 men under Gen. St.
Clair nearly 600 were left dead.
The Chicasaws were in amity with the whites, and
some of their warriors were to have cooperated
with Gen. St. Clair, but did not arrive in time.
There had been but one of this tribe in the conflict
and he killed and scalped 11 of the enemy.
Engaged with the 12th, he was killed.
On Dec. 24th, 1791, a party of savages attacked the
house of John Merril. He was alarmed by his dogs
and hastened to the door. Looking out, two
Indians fired at him, breaking both his arm and
leg. As the Indians ran toward the house the door
was closed and secured by Mrs. Merril and her
daughter. The savages using their tomahawks
made a passage into the house. As they attempted
to enter, Mrs. Merril, in the midst of her
screaming children and her groaning husband,
seized an axe giving a fatal blow….
CH 18 CHRONICALES OF BORDER WARFARE
Neither the single success of Gen. Scott nor the
general government, had caused the Indians to
relax their exertions to harass the frontier
inhabitants.
Mid May 1792, a party of savages came to
Hacker’s Creek, approaching late in the evening a
field recently cleared by John Waggoner, finding
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him seated on a log, resting. Gen. Tecumsch fired
deliberately at Waggoner.
He ran away from the house to avoid coming in
contact with the savages there, he outstripped his
pursuer and got safely off.
The Indians near the house found a small boy in
the yard, killed and scalped him. They continued
capturing Mrs. Waggoner and her six children.
In the summer, a parcel of horses were taken from
the West Fork, the Indians who stole them were
retreating as Cpt. Coburn began pursuit. He
overtook them and returned the horses.
The US government tried to negotiate peace, but
were unsuccessful.
The Treaty of Greenville, formally titled Treaty
with the Wyandots, etc., was a 1795 treaty
between the United States and Indians of
the Northwest Territory including
the Wyandot and Delaware, which redefined the
boundary between Indian lands and Whiteman's
lands in the Northwest Territory.
It was signed at Fort Greenville, now Greenville,
Ohio, on August 3, 1795, following the Native
American loss at the Battle of Fallen Timbers a
year earlier. It ended the Northwest Indian War in
the Ohio Country,
limited Indian Country to northwestern Ohio, and
began the practice of annual payments following
land concessions. The parties to the treaty were a
coalition of Native American tribes known as
the Western Confederacy, and the United
States government represented by
General Anthony Wayne and local frontiersmen.
The treaty became synonymous with the end of
the frontier in the Northwest Territory.

